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* Opinioas that attend what is A. tur old called 
_ 'Freethinking, flow from a ſettled Disbelief 


FARE and Contempt of Revelation. 


Pg 


—B Tui Disbelief is in a great meaſure owing 

| to the want of a fair and unprejudiced Exami- | 

nation of the numerous and yagiaus Proofs and Evidences, 
that ſupport the Truth and Authority of the Scriptures. © * 

But it is chiefly grounded on a firm Perſuaſion, that human 
Underſtanding is à "ſufficient Guide to Man, and the Teſt 


and Me ſure of all Matters of Belief; ſo that we are at 
Liberty, nay indeed bound, 10 reject whatever ' dogs not not 
anſwer thoſe Notions, which, by what we call Reaſoning, we 
ve fixed, 

K modern Diſcoveries, the F ruit of Genius and Ap- 
plication only, have fixed and determin d to a Certainty the 
Laws and Cauſes of the principal Operations, and Phenomena 
of Nature, which were wholly unknown to the Antients, and 
miſtaken by the Authors of the Books which are receiy'd as 
Revelation. 

That therefore theſe Books, ſo far as they give Accounts 
of Nature, Contrary to Experience, and Demonftration fe- 
ſulting from it, are falſe; and conſequently can, in no cher 
Foint, paſs for infallible, 

That the Scriptures relate 2 great many marvellous, Irt- 7 
rares nay incredible Tranſactions, which do hot "ſeem to 
tected to any Purpoſe; ſuited to std Wiklom and 

A 2 ' " Goods 


| . Fo 4 | 

Soodneſs: and to a, 1 Wan of Iaftingions, Laws, 
Obſervances and Ceremonies, which to Freethinkers appear 
ablurd, frivolous, and ridiculous; unworthy the rp 
Author, and improper to attain the propoſed End. 

+ When any apparent Miſtake. in Natural Philoſophy is ob- £ 
jected to the Scriptures, - the Anſwer commonly given is, in 
my Opinion, ſtronger than the ObjeRion, according to the 
Views of the Diſputants on either Side; that theſe Things, 
being incidental only, are ſpoken ad captum humanum, and 
accommodated to the Underſtandings of thoſe, to whom they, 
were deliver'd; . tho', I confeſs, ii wou d be a much more 
4 comfortable Anſwer, if it cons by ſaid, and prov d. that the 
| Things objected to are true. OY 

+ When Freeihinkers ground dees upon any improb- 
able, or, as they will call it, incredible or abſurd Relation, 
chere is. no; anſwering them without bringing together, and 
tying before them, the whole Evidence that, ſerves for ſup- 
Pporring Revelation; «192 when poiſed in the Scales againſt 
all Objections of this Kind that ever have been made, in my 
Opinion, may certainly outweigh them : But, the Misfor- 
tune is, the Objection glaſts, can be taken in by a very mo- 
derate Capacity, and requires no Learning, and but little. 
Attention to comprehend it; whereas, without long Study, 
great Learning, cloſs Attention, and a diſpaſſionate and un- 
pre judiced Examination, the Evidence for Revelation can- 
not be collected and weighed. Whoever therefore lets in 
the Strength of the Objection, and, for want of Learning or 
Attention (not to ſpeak of natural Prejudices) either cannot, 
or will not give himſelf the. Trouble to collect and weigh 
the Proofs on the other Side, muſt neceſſarily give it againſt 
Revelation, and fortify himſelf in his Incredulity. 

And to this it is owing that all thoſe,” who, in this indolent 
and luxurious Age, pretend to Politeneſs, , and aim at Know. 
ledge. and the Reputation of, Underſtanding and Science, 
without iy Expence of Learning or Labour, and without any 
Ne to their Pleaſures or Purſuits, take up with Ob- 
Jections againſt Revelation, without the painful Examination 
a . of the Evidence that ſupports it; look down with Contempt 
KL : on Believers, as 2 Parcel of prejudiced Enthuſiaſts, and i in- 

"MY ft themſcives with F Wan as ee W Set 
of Men living. | 5 oi 
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e deals or ſunk in Indolence, 
Fartle once upon theſe Notions, every'Inſtiunion, Ordinance, 
or Ceremony appointed in Scripture, for which Chriftians 
cannot, or do not, affign an adequate le or End, becomes 
freſh _ of Dope, and mene Cans tan 

ity. # - 46 4 

Pnis Faclliy of receiving and cating awich ObjeRtions, 
20 the criminal Indolence and Neglect 7. 'thoſe uh⁰ do not 
give themſe lues the Trouble to eramine with due Care, 
the Merits of the Anſwer, has been long: complain d of, and 
lamented by all who wiſh well io Mankind, but hitherto in 
vain; ſomething-more than Argument muſt intervene 10 cool 
them i in the Purſuit of Pleafures,' to touſe their Atrention to 
their real Intereſt, and to determine them to with Care 
and Induſtry; before they will let in ſo much & a/Sutpicion 
that their Objections are ill founded; or thoſe ObjeRions muſt 
be overthrown by ſome other and ſhorter Mean than the come 

plicated Evidence for the Authority of Revelation, elſe the 

ObjeRors will never give themſelves the Trouble to Oy 

their Miſtakes. * 

Some Time ago, as my Thoughts were employed-in theſs | 
viſagrecable Reflections, a Set of Books were ſent me by my 
Bockſeller to look over; the Titles were odd, and provoked 

my Curioſity: Moſes s Prinoip ia, Parts iſ and 2d; un 

Eſſay toward a Natural Hiſtory of the Bibſe; Moſe j'$—= 

fme Principio; A new Account of ibe Confuſions of: 

Tongues, and the Names and Attributes of the 

of the Gentiles ; were inſcribed at the Head of theſe ſeveral 

Tracts, all publiſhed ſucceſſively in different Years, from the 

Year 1724: And. theſe are follow'd by another Work. at 

was publiſh'd very lately, entitled, 4 Nea of Power, 

Eſſential and Mechanical... © 

Kunming over theſe Books curſorily, 1 wadity- ee 

the Author propos d to prove that the Hebrew Scriptures had 

never been; and are not now, truly tranſlated, or 2 

underſtood by thoſe who pr tend to be learned; that, right 

tranſlated and underſtood, they compriſe 2 rfeR den © 

Natural iofophy as well as a Compleat 1 — of 'T:-eology 
and Religion; that they nowhere aſſert any of thoſe —. | 
-doxes in Philoſphy, which modern Obſervation ſhew tobe 

tueb 3 ; ON WT eb NES TRE : 


Fs | 


Sh 

has been truly ather's AM Obſervations or Experi 
recent of antient; and pr opoſe, and explain mechanical Prin- 
ciples different from, nay in many Things diametrically ops 
Poſite to, thoſe now receiv'd ; by which all the various Ope- 
Tations in Nature are perform d. and which tally with, „and 
can be ſupported by, every Obſervation and Experiment that 
hath been truly taken or made: That the ſeeming Abſurdi- 
ties, with which the Scriptures are charged, either are not in 
the Original, and are therefore owing to the Ignorance or per- 
yerſe Deſign of the Tranſlators; or are, when rightly under- 


Nood, no Blemiſnes, but Beauties in the Revelation; and 


that the many Inſtitutions, Declarations and Obſervances, 
which appear frivolous to thoſe who' do not underſtand them, 
are the Product of perfect Wiſdom and Contrivance, neceſſary 
to explain and -preſerve the Religion inculcated in the Old 
Teſtament, ard fit to prepare for that which alterwirde was 
deliver d in the Ne Www. | 
But tho L eaſily gather d this to be the Author's Propoſal 
and Intention; yet, upon looking into Particulars, I found the 


Proofs depended ſo much on the true Conſt ruction of the Hg- 


brew Language, to which I. was very«:much 2 Stranger 2 and 
on an exact Knowledge of the Experiments and Obſervations 
that have been made on the Works of Nature, with which I 
am but very. little acquainted; ; that his - Reaſoning, almoſt 
every where, appear d to me intricate and arbitrary à and 1 
was not without ſome Doubts, that the Obſcurity I c6mplain'd 
of proceeded partly my Deſign, for Roaſpns n coud 
not penetrate. 

Finding, dom my own want of Knowledge, foch Diff- 
eulty i in examining the Proofs offer d to ſupport Propoſitions of 


ſuch univerſal Import to Mankind, and which I wiſh'd fo ear- 


neſtly to diſcover to be concluſive and true; I reſorted to ſę- 


veral learned Men of my Acquaintance, skill d in the antient 2 


Language, on which the Author grounds himſelf; and con- 
verſant in the Obſervations; and Experiments, on which the 
modern Philoſophy of Nature is built,- not doubting but they 


Had conſider d, and framed a certain Judgment of his Works: 


But, to my great Surprize, tho all of them had heard of, and 


ſen ſome Part of thoſe Tracts, yet not one of them had given. 
himſelf the Trouble to examine them. They complain got 
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lng: and concluded bim- ſo, certainly, to be half learn d. vine 
hary, and in the wrong, becauſe his Notions were contradic- * 
tory to what they, by long Study, had adopted and made their 
own; that they laid aſide bis Books without any fartber En- 
quiry, as What did not deſerve, 6r wou'd not anſwer id 
Trouble of an, Examination, e 
Tho I coud have relied on theſe Gentlemens Judgment, 
if they had conſider d the Author's Opinions and Arguments 
with any Care; yet finding that they had cenſur d without 
Examination, and not being able to meet with any Perſon WH. 
ever, who had given himſelf the Trouble of canvaſſing” with | 
due Attention his Arguments, on a Matter of fo general Con- 
cern ; I rubb'> up the little Hebrew I had, and addreſs'd my+ 
ſelf to a more careful Peruſal of the Books 3 hot with any 
Hopes of being able finally 16 Judge. of the. Certainty of his 
ſuppos'd Diſsoveries, but with a Deſign to collect the general 
Drift and Tendency 6f his Reaſociing, to the End I might lay 
it before thoſe who are infinitely better able to judge tham 

myſelf ; and who, from ſeeing ſcatter'd-Hints brought tage- 
ther, might be invited to conlidet the Matter more ſeriouſly 3 
to condemn pd refine any Thing that is Alſe, and to ap- 
prove, ſupport. and propagate every Thing that is true. {0 
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I cannot help thinking it ſome Reproach to the Cutioſity, as\ 
well as religious Zeal of the Clergy of this Nation, that Sen- 
timents ſo new and ſurpriſing, in Matters of Religion, ſhou'd-r 
have been ſtalking about for ſo many Years; "without meeting Was | 
with any Examination, Approbation, or Conflitati own. l 
To give your Lordſhip, then, from whoſe great Profici- l 
ency in the eaſtern Learning. the only Foundation of Scrip- 7 4 
. Tture-Knowledge 3; and your thorough Knowledge of natural 
Things, from whence all Ideas of Beings and Things inviſible 
are convey'd ; your known Readineſs to forward any Wort' 3 
in favour of Religion; eſpecially a Work of this Kind, to eſta- — | 
bliſh the true Meaning of the Scriptures, much Wanted, 1 ex. . 18 
pect a Solution of my Doubts 3 a Accent of theſe Things - TH 
that have made the greateſt Impreſſion on me, in the Ordei 'Ti 
in which I have been able to comprehend them. 81. | 


The Author affirms (what 1 think moſt of the leirne d 
World, at preſent, agree in) that pointing in the Helfer 
Writings is a modern Invention, ſome Cetturies later thay 
the Days of our Saviour, contriv d aſter the Language cat 895 
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eo amg Word . chat Reaſon. to be ra 0 
andigg 4% che proper and original Ses 


y” who oy 


mportance in Philoſophy and Theology logy,. was, in ſoms De- 
ee, alter'd or loſt, when the Children f Ira made De- 

ections from che une Region, before the Habhlaniſb. Capti 
Vity 3 * Jo in che Diſperlion. that- auemded that Captivity, the 
| fe Hebrew Was teten beat out of common Ulage,and « 


Learn d, and aitentive.to, 3 N Wee r 


was deliver d. by 6, 7 
That the Gr y called the Spe 
being made long _ Return | om the Babylonifh - | 


ivity, whea..the genuine Senſe; of the Hefrew: Werde 


425 


* 


was, in 2 great Mealure, Joſh, is extremely imperfett.ʒ par 


as the Greek Language is deſtituis of Words to convey d 4 


2 ah oroper Meaning of the Hebrew Expreffiogs 3 party . 


tors might have been ignorant, and might bers 
8 their Imerpretation to their WN Views, in E: 
neon and Theology, which 7 corrupted; and partly, ag oY 
y. durſt not (bad their U 47 64Þ rftaoding been zer) tranflaich *. 
in ſome Points truly; 5 of provoking, > Feypliancs - 2 
whole. ee Ro LE Tre ; a4 whols ©. 
in wh bad they giyen a faithful Trauſlallon, they multzoth 5 
aft Degree vilify and affront... 1/1 A ENG > 
That, nevertheleſs, this and Shes Tranſlations 9 fully dig 
cover the Genius of the Hebrew Language, and certainly 


tranſlate Words, when employ'd about Matters, that the larery 5 


eters were undet no Biaſs to render falſly, that a Kry fUr 


e may be made — conſiruings * u W 34 | 


Hebrew Scriptures. * 755 % eel 3 
The Author avers, that Aft I Hebrews — (from wth 


it ſeems pretty certain, the Phenician, the Chaldee, the | Syy © 


k, the ,frabick, the Greek; ie Latin. and divers -othev 
s were Ws is the original-one 3 framed im Pak 

tadiſe, and with this, 

om ſome pardcular Beaſt, Birdy Plant; Flower; ar ſoue G. 


Ther ſenlible 28 2nd employ'd to tepreſent ſome very v 
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or bodily Things. e 


 He:defites har! any one Root in che Gol | 

ven Ideas of a different Meaning ;-and/affinms.thar' one, way | 

but one, leading Seriſe runs through all che FeErmation bf the 

ſame Root: cQntrary to the eſtabliſhd Wettiner 

bs who by Variety: of arbitrary Fointings, aſcribe Vilferent, and) 
| contradictory: Senſes Very den to Word gompos d of the 

yery ſame Leiters; With Defgn, as our At r ſuggeſts, ih 

8 eren of the Scriptures chiefly, I hot altogether; in 

hoſe Fneh, we Contain vs N r 3 


abt "Things, of wien wb” 2 


2 0 the 2 i 25 ut Ae ere in 
A rr the Old Teftament, zour-Authorinſiſts 6 + oa 
; one, and but one, certain Way of decypherivg it, hat is, 

aring evety 'W ord im all the e 
dad Sentences in which, it" appears, and gatheringifrom. thence - 
o Sore, hom fron Idea it was intended 10 Taiſe i ich : 
# ever, | | 


3 that tho! Al if 5 n | 
Uſe of very accurate Concordances, that it hav ens 


marr d by the blind Reſpect they paid to the falſe or ſtau- ; 

dulent Pointings of their Adverſaries the Jews; And"that} hey : 
ſhaking himſelf locſe From: _—_ has been able tov 
ſettle the genuine Nene irtant Word in 

whole Old Teſtament. N WG 
And from the ee Meaning; Worth». 
fo explain'd,” he ſays he1is able to ſhew that the Scriptures, | 

however diſguiſed and disfigured. by: the Tyanilation, are writ 1 

ten wich the utmoſt Accuracy, Propriety,.apd:* ruth ; that 


2 v 


upon thar.grafied, 2 complet Syſtem. of Theolegy, ſo far a 


merriog Rules for all religious Service apd Befef : 
Through the Whole af is Works che attämptz to: e, 


ind determine the true Senſe of a great many Words usd 4 
ity ION ates wit Pekeguos o he — 
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them forward in cis, Inveſtigation, yet their Progreſs was i 


they contain a; perfeR :Syſtera-of Natbrat Philoſophy; /and, /: 3 


Mankind is capable of reeciving that fubliale- nt, 3 
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Auen en World, and the 6 and was 


all the Operatians that are carried on in it; he avers that the 


Chanical Account. of all the Powers, and of the Operations 
carried on in, and by this material Syſtem ;. and be inſiſta 
that all the Phenomena in Nu en be accounedifor-by the 


+ Frinciples laid down by them. 


Bus to give pon un a View; un Lam able of the fur- 
ther Deſign of our Author; He ſuppoſes it will not be denied 
to bim; that Man, a Compound of Soul and Body, cannot 
frame to himſelf, or compare Ideas, but ſuch as are taken 
from ſenſible. Obje&s : What Powers or Faculties the Soul 

might have, if detached from the Body, we cannot know.3 


bun as we are now made, we upon moderate Reflection diſ- 


cover, chat the Soul of Man, in this State, has not Power to 
frame to itſelf, er to receive any Idea that does not come 
from the. Senſes, at leaſt from e 
communicated to it by, or through the Body, 

'The Sun, the Light, the: Air, the Earth, the Body of Man 
we can frame Ideas of, as we can of the Manner of their 


acting, and being ated upon; but the Soul which perceives 


and compares thoſe Ideas we can frame no Manner of Idea 


of, nor of its Manner of acting, or being acted upon. 


And we, who know that we have no Capacity to Conceive 


any Idea of any Thing that does not affect our Senſes, muſt 


conclude. that our not perceiying is no Proof that there may 
not be Millions of different Beings and Subſtances round 
us, beſides thoſe that affect our Senſes, of which, and of their 


Towers or Actions, we can know nothing. 


As Man has not the leaſt Idea of the Matter or Subſtance 


of his: own Soul, at, of its Manner of Acting, or being acted 


upon: ſo. he has no Capacity. of Reaſoning about it, by com · 


paring it with Things perceiv'd : He. cannot, for Example, 
compare it with Space, or Figure; he cannot ſay it is, or is 
not comprehended within Limits of any Kind; be cannot ſay 


it moves. or does not move, or at all imagine bow it is | ſup- 
ported, or acts, 


We perceive how a ſolid: Body is 2000 by the Impulſe 


of another ſolid Body, or of a Fluid; and is continued in 
Motion fo long as the Impulſe laſts ; and we can conceive 
how a Plant, or. Animal may be ſupported, may grow, or 


decay, | 


"Ki £ nr) ; * 
decay. mechanically, by the enn milerial 
Agenn; but we can haye-vo- Conception how the Soul Ats 
en e en Mauer, how it is 486 vpos, or hom Its 
And being fo much in be Dart cohgorwiny the Prag 
Part of \outl; es, the only Knowing Thikg in os, it ü n 
1 rn incapable of Framing any juſt des bf 
that inviſidle ſpiriudl Being, by which we, ind every other 
crexed Thing, were made. me 

Our Author thinks that by the Light of Nature only, Men 
could not poſſibiy have diſcoverd whether this material 
Syſtem, which, he Fiys, is ſo framed as to 2 
Machine, exiſted from Eietmty, and was the Cauſt and 
port of itſelf, and of every "Thing in it; or whether it w 
contrived, and the Parts of k put together by an Higher Hand. 

But be that as it will, and were it even to be ſuppos d whit 
Man, by thorough Obſer vation, and by a'jut Iudut᷑tion cou d 
diſcovet 4 poſteriori the Exiſtence of ſome external Te 
exiſtent Cauſe, whoſe Werk this Creation is 3 out Author 
ſeems to be well warranted, when be affirms that it is-pre+ 
ſumptuous in Man, becauſe i is impo to frame ſuch un 
Idea of this inviſible Agent, from his own ſcanty Notions and 
Apprehenſions, as ſhall be the Standard and Teſt, by whith 
to try every Thing that is, or may be, in Quettion concerning 2 
the firſt Cauſe. ; BY 
Man may, for Example, be in the tight to awibute Ml 
poſſible Perfections to this Being, but til he can deter mius 
- what is abſolute Per ſection (taking in the Cirele of u poF 
ſible Beings, their Actions and Attributes) iris impoſſible for 
him with Juſtice to conclude, that becauſe this or that ſeems 
to him to be Perfection, it therefore, According to the Mes. 
ſure which he conceives of it, delongs 10 the Author of 
Nature, 

And tho it ſhou'd be ddnfitted that Man, by the Light of 
Nature, cou d diſcover the Dependence of this created Sy urs 
on a'ſeli-exiſtent Creator, yet it is certain he cannot fr 
to himſelf any Idea of that Being, his Nature, Subſtance, 

Powers, or Manner of Exiſting or Acting; and that if there 
is any Knowledge of ſuch Things amongſt Men, it muſt 
mne Source MORE TAC UEIY 


Ba 5 pgs From 


1 — N w 4 - 1 1 * 
. * N ans 0 1 ma — 4 
— 9 , 1 OTA CA o 7 — 
— A ²˙—˙Ü—G.U U Ä'mp 7. ⏑—«ÜL , IA ee 1 Wer es r . 2 29. te * 


DDr 
* * * * 2 TH . * " 


T 12:). 

L Mp cs Mack the Mabe infers one i- 
diſpenſible Neceſſity for Revelatiqn.; if God intended that 
Mian 1 ſhou'd know him, his Goodneſs, Power, Wiſdom; and P 
Mercy; ſnou d make Returns of Gratitude, Love, Adoration, | 
and Obedience; and ſhoũ d conform himſelf to that Order, 
which by the Divine Will was eſtabliſhed : And that the 
Knowledge of every Thing that was to be known, and be- 

lier d, was reveal'd, our Author inſiſts will demonſtrably be 
proved, when what is revealed, is underſtood and conſider d. 

A Revelation cherefore, our Author inſiſts, was made by 
God to Man, at two different Periods; the firſt juſt after the 
Creation, and upon the Fall; the ſecond in the Wilderneſs to 
the [fraclites, and on various Occaſions afterwards, by dif- 
ferent Methods of Communication, not to Mention the Ap- 
pearances to the Patriarchs : To reftore the Knowledge of 
the firſt Revelation, which had been pretty much loft, or 
miſunderſtood, and to fix and aſcertain it by Writing (a Me- EE 
thod, as the Author would have it, then firſt reveal d) fo as it \ 
ſhou'd never after be obliterated or left dubious. 

To begin with the laſt. The firſt Thing that is met with 
in the Books of Moſes, is an Aſſertion that. GOD created the 
Heavens and the Earth, which is followed by a particular 
Account of the Order and Manner of the Formation of all 
that was created, till the Work was perfected. After which, 
GOD is ſaid to have reſted; and our Author aſſerts, that tis 
alſo ſaid, the perfect Machine, then left to itſelf, carried on 
all the Operations in this Syſtem, by certain known Laws of 
Mechaniſm, explain d by Moſes, and throughout the Scrip- 
tures by the other inſpired Penmen, 

The Sum of what our Author avers to be the Doctrine of 
the Scriptures, on this Head is, that beſides the differently 
Formed Particles, of which this Earth, and the ſeveral Metals, 
Minerals, and other foljd Subſtances in it, and in the other 

ſolid Orbs are compoſe » GOD at firſt created all that ſub- 
tile Fluid which now is, and from the Creation has been, in 
the Condition of Fire, Light, or Air, and goes under the 
Name of the Heavens, | 

The Particles of this Fluid (which our Author calls Atoms) 
when they are ſingle and uncompounded, are inconceivably 

minute, and ſo ſubtile as to pervade the Pores of all Sub- 
ſtances whatever, ſolid, or fluid, without any great 
0 | 


Diffculty or Reb ſtance: When they are pulh'd forward in 
nes by the Action of Fire, or are reflected or te- 


ſtreight 
15 1 fn ftreight Lines, they produce Light, and are ſo call'd; 
but when the Interpoſition of any opaque Body "hinders their 
' Progreſs in ſtreight Lines they ri ben a 0 1 
Light. Us 

Theſe Particles or Adv which, ew midi in Areight | 
Lines, produce Light; and if collected and put into another 
Sort of Motion, wou d produce Heat and Fire, are, as our 
Author inſiſts, when the Force impelling them ceaſes to act 

with Vigor, and when their Motion is retarded, ſo made, that 
they are apt to adhere in ſmall Maſſes or Grains, which the 
Author calls Spirit or Air; and is of the ſame Kind and Tes. 
ture with that Air, which we daly branes and which We 
feel in Wind when it blows. | 

The Sun, which our Author places at the Centre of this 
Syftem, is an Orb included in a vaſt Collection of this ſubtile 
Matter in the Action of Fire, which continually melts down 
all the Air that is brought into it by the powerful Action of 
the Firmament or Expanſion, hereafter to be explain d, into 
the ſubtile Matter juſt mentioned ; and with an immenſe Force 
ſends forth, in perpetual Streams of Light, this ſame ſubtile 
Matter ſo melted down, to the Circumference of this Syſtem; 
which the Author lays i is bounded, as he avers the Space come 
prehended within it is abſolutely full. | 

The Matter thus melted down at be Orb of the Sun law 
Light, muſt, as every Thing is full, either ſtand ſtill, or make 
its Way outwards. to the Circumference, being forced by' the 
Particles, which are concerted into Air at the utmoſt Extre- | 
mities ; and return towards the Sun, where the Fluid being 
moſt ſubtile gives leaſt Reſiſtance, and takes up the Place that 
the Light left. 

And therefore this endleſs oninterropted Flux of Matter 
from the Sun in Light, in Place of being an Expence that 
ſhould deftroy that Orb (which our Author takes to be an in- 
{upportable ObjeRion to Sir Iſaac Newton's Scheme) is the 
very Means of my it, and every 'Thing elſe in this 
Syſtem in its Action and Vigour, by preſſing back perpetual 
Supplies of Air to he melted down into Light, and thereby - 
produces a continual Circulation. 'Theſe perpetual Fluxes or 
Tides of Matter outwards aud inwards, in every Point, * 
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tho Gentre to the Circumference mechanically, and 
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As our Author infifts, produce that conſtant Gyration in the 
Harth and the Planets found their own Centres, and tound the 
gun; and he avers, tho he has not yet thought fit to explain 
it thay the ſame, Principle, with fome Circumſtances, ariſing 
from the Situation and Fluxes of Light coming from the 
other Ords, will accoum alſo for the Motions of the Moon. 
- Beſides the Rotation of the Orbs, the Author affirms, That 
the adverſe Motiansof the Light puſtiing towards the Circum- 
ference, and the Air puſhing towards the Centre with immenſe 
Force, forms 2 general Expanſion (as he. tranflates the Word 
render d Firmament) which brings that Streſs or Compreſſure 
oa all Bodies it meets with, that binds together Solids, keeps 
Fluids az they were, cauſes the Variation of Times and Sea - 
ſons, the raiſing of Water, the Production of Vegetables aud 
Animals; and in ſhort, produces all the Effects falily aſerib'd 
10 Gravity or AttraQtion ; continues Motion without the Aſ- 
ſiſtanc e of the unmechanical Principle of Projection; produ · 
ces, ſupplies, and ſupports V egetables, Fruits and Animals; 
in ſhort produces almoſt all the Effects and Phenomena of 
fe ate ſome of the Outlines of our Author's Philoſo- 
phy, very repugnant, indeed, to the Notions commonly re- 
ceiv'd : but the Authorities, by which he avers he can ſupport 
them are Two, and they. are pretty conſiderable. | 
. Firſt, He fays that Moſes and the Prophets, who, by di- 
vine Authority, were to reveal and explain to Mankind how 
the Operations in this Syſtem were carried on, have in plain 
Terms faid ſo. And 15 
Secondly, He affirms that he can by comparing every true 
Obſervation and Experiment that have at any Time been made 
by the Royal Society, or its Members, or by any foreign 8o- 
cieties of learned Men; and by a great many Obſervations and 


Experiments made by himſelf, to which the Curious have li. 


therto very little attended, with the Syſtem of Philoſophy re- 
veald in Scriptures; ſhew that all the various Phenomena of 
Nature are to be accounted for mechanically thereby ; and that 

the modern Syſtems, as well as all others not taken from the 
Scriptures, are falſe, abſurd, and unmechanical. | 
| k is becauſe this looks highly improbable, if not impoſlible 

to moſt Men, that an Examination of our Author's Notions 


are 
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ate - but as, in Proportion” bene 
— — mou d it be found true; Icom 
feſs my Deſire is the greater that the en, qualified to Judge, 


wou d examine it. 


As it is extremely new, ſo at firſt Sights i wems odd that 
our Author ſhou'd ſuppoſe it neceſſary for the Creator to give 
to Mankind a Courſe af Philoſophy, fo to ſpeak; n 
move this Difficulty he reaſons to this Effect. . 

The End to which a rational — — 
Man, was, that by the Organs of the Body he might perceive 
the Beauty, the Order, the Harmony of Nature; and thence 
receive Ideas of the infinite Wiſdom, Power, and Goodneſs of 
its Author, which ſhoud lead to Admiration, Love, Duty, De- 
pendence, Adoration, Acknowledgment, and à Defire of fur - 


ther Knowledge, and Vifion of what in this World Man can vg 


take in by borrow'sd Keas only: x 

If the Mechanifm 1 
he poſſibly never wou d have diſcover d it to any Certainty; 
at leaſt, would not have diſcoyer'd it for Ages: And fo long 
thoſe Incentives to Admiration, Love, Service, and Adoration 
wou' d have been wantin anting. : 

If the Mechaniſm cou ve been underficed, without the 
further Diſcovery that this ſelf moving Machine is no more 
than an inanimate Fiece of Clockwork. created, as well as put 
together, by the ſupreme, intelſigent, beneſicem Being, it might 
have led Man to place his Admiration and Worſhip on the 
Machine, in Place of him that made it, as the miſtaken fart | 
of Mankind always did. | 

And therefore, if before Mankind cou'd know the Ola 
tions he had'to the ſapreme intelligent Being as his Redee- 


mer, that is; before the Fall; the ſole Light he cou view him 


in, to produce Admiration, Love, Duty, Service, and Defire 
of further Union, was that of the infinitety wiſe, powerful, 
and beneficent Creator and Supporter; it ſeems neceſfaty to 
conclude that thoſe Diſcoveries, which he cou'd not make of 
himſelf, certainly were made to him. 

And this the rather, tet ar dan was the Tack Fiete fert 
ed of the Creation, and as even his Body was framed before 
the Soul, without which it cou'd not perceive; was breathed, 
into it, he cou'd not have any Mean to know hom, where, 
er by whom or what; this World: and all its Tenams w 
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many Ages, if at all, arrive at any Knowledge of what was 
certainly intended to be the Object of his Meditation, and 


- 


the Cauſe of his Love, Duty, and Service. nr 
Wyberefore, as it was neceſſary he ſhould ſpeedily be in- 
ſtructed, our Auther thinks, Moſes has intimated to us that 
he was, in telling us that GOD was pleas d to plant a Garden 
for him, which he was to cultivate and keep. Our Author 
obſerving that Gardens amongſt the ancient Nations, and 
Planted Groves were ſacred, and Places of Worſhip ; reflec- 
ting that it was but a poor Employment for the Chief of the 


Creation to cultivate. a Garden, whilſt the Earth, not being 


yet curſed, nor Man doom'd to hard Labour, might produce 
ſpontaneouſly Fruits fit for him, eſpecially the Trees being of 

GOD's own planting ; and obſerving that the Words tran- 
flated to till and to keep, alſo properly ſignified to worſbip 

and obſerve ; and taking in a great many other Circumſtan- 
ces, too numerous to be here recited, concludes that this 
Garden was planted and dreſſed in the Form of a Plan or 
Scheme, to ſhow the Situations, Motions, and Actions of the 
heavenly Bodies, and the Powers in this Syſtem picture - ways 
or hieroglyphically, for Man's comprehending and remem- 
bring more certainly the Poſitions, Motions, and Influences of 
the heavenly Bodies, and the Actions of Fire, Light, and Air, 
or, as our Author calls it Spirit, in Circulation; ſeveral of 
thoſe Bodies, or of the Effects flowing from their Motions or 
Situations, and from the Circulation of Light and Air, might 
be repreſented by Trees of different Forms, or Growths ; 


and the Circulation might itſelt be repreſented. by ſome of 


thoſe Trees, or perhaps by the Waters in Eden, which, by 


the four Rivers were plentifully furniſh'd, _ EE! 


And as the Author underſtands this Garden to have been 
for Inſtruction, and the Intent of Moſes's recording that Cir- 
cumſtance to be, to let us know that Man was fo inftrufted ; 
ſo he lays a pretty deal of Weight upon another Matter, re- 
lated in the ſame Hiſtory, of GOD's bringing the ſeveral Ani- 
ah before Adam, to the End he might give them proper 

ames. 5 | 
As the Names Adam gaye to Animals were expreſlive of 
the chief Talents or Inſtincts of thoſe Animals, and afterwards. 
in the Hebrew Language came generally in be-Roors for 
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thoſe Inſtin&s or Talents rais d the Ideas of ; our Auhot” - 
concludes that GOD caus d theſe Animals to exhibite tc 4: 


dam, for his Infor mation and InſtruRtion, their ſeveral Qua»: 


lities, Particularines, and Inſtincts, to help him — in the : 


Knowledge that was to be communicated to 

Our Author then perceiving clearly, that a'Syi A af ans 
ral-Philoſopby, of a Deſcription of this Machine was pob- 
bliſh'd by Moſes, when Revelation was, as he terms it, re 
publiſh'd in Writing 3 obſerving that there was full as much 
Occaſion, or rather more, for a Diſcovery. of this Syſtem iq 
Adam, before he had Opportunities to make Obſervntions 


than afterwards 3 and difcovering the true Senſe and Means. 
ing of theſe Intimatioas that Moſer gives, concerning the! 


Tranſactions in the Garden of Eden; concludes that Adam 
was by God inſtructed in the Knowledge of the Powers and 
Operations of this 3 and of the Duty and Regard anos! 
ing to the Author of it, as well as of ſo much of the N 


Powers, and Attributes of the Author and Creator of it, _ 


the Children of J/rael were acquainted with, by nen 


blication of Revelation by Moſer, in Writing. ;. 5 


As to the Manner of this firſt Revelation, our Author! 
proceeding upon the Frinciptes already mention d, that Man 
is incapable of any Ideas but what are taken in by the Senſes, 
concludes that GOD could not give to Man, whilft clogg d 


with a Body, the true Idea of himſelf} or any otherways:res: 


preſent himſelf than by referring for. a Similide to that 


Thing in this material Syſtern, that bore the neareſt Reſems/ | 


blance in Perfection, Power, Nature and Operation, andi 
therefore he ſuppoſes, what he afterwards. affirms' be has 
prov d.; that, to give Man fome Image or Likeneſs of him · 
ſelf, He pointed to the Machine by which this Syſtem. is ſup- 
ported; the Heavens confiſting of Matter in three different 

Conditions, Fire, Light, and Air or Spirit, as the Author calls! 
it, which mutually ſupport each other, and neceſſarily concut 

inthe joim Action of that powerful Machine, by which every” 
material Thing is is moved, ſupported, and. preſerv d * exbibi 


ting thereby ſome Similitude, from whence an Idea rhight be 


taken of his Effence, Perſonality, Power, and Manner oi 
Athon, | 8 
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r A Adam gave Names to all living Creatures, and the 
1 Uſe and Intent of a Name; is to raiſe in the Hearer an Idea of 
ö the Thing named: Our Author ſuppoſes, that every other 
THE Creature; that came within the: Cognizance of the firſt Man, 
| | E: had alſo. a Name given to it; and inſiſts, that the Heavens, or 


1 the Machine, deſcribed as above, was by Adam call'd Tbe 
1 Names, by Way of Eminence, to ſignify that they were the 


Repreſentatives of the Deity; that from which the Idea of 
him was to be taken; Sbem in the Hebreu Language ſigni- 
| 1 | fies Name, and he avers that Shemim is the Maſculine Plural 
FF of that Noun, and fignifies properly Names; and by this he 
NY underſtands that the Heavens or Shemim were always thought 
| of, and ſpoken of by thoſe, who were. rightly inform'd by 
Revelation, as the ee or material Objedt, expreſ- 

| five of the Deity.  - | 
| If Mankind was thus inſtructed in the Powers and Opera- 

„ tions af Nature, the Leſſon wou'd not ſoon, or eaſily wear 
dodut; becauſe every Obſervation, every Symptom in Nature 
| wou'd, Day after Day, juſtify it; but the Fact that this 
14S Knowledge was reveal'd; might ſoon be forgotten by the ſuc- 
. ceeding Generations of Men, or be disbeliev'd, and with it 
71 the Knowledge of the inviſible Author of all. Men who faw 
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| 
'"y this Machine perfect and ſelt moving, might doubt whether 
| 1 | it had not Self exiſtence in it ; and whether, as it was the 
{ | immediate Cauſe and Producer of all their Comforts, it was 
; not the only powerful. Being to which they had any Obliga- 
; tions, and owed Duty and Service; whence, by Degrees, 
| Worſhip might be miſplac'd, being 1ransferr'd from the true 
8 inviſible GOD to the viſible Repreſentation of him, in Which 
| all Power and Perfection might be lodged, by the Opinions 
of vain imaginary Men, who forgot or difregarded Revela- 
tion. 
That this in Fact was the Caſe, that the early Deſerters of 
the true GOD placed their Worſhip and Service on the 
Heavens, the Author proves at great Length, and with great 
Strength of Evidence, as a good deal of his Reaſoning depends 
on it. 

4 If the Scriptures are to be deciſive in ibis Point, it is put be- 
I $531 yond Doubt, by the many formal Declarations that the Crime 
of the Nations, and nt the apoſtate /Faelites, was their. 
* the Heaveus, the Hoſt of Heavens, the Queen of 
| | Heaven, 
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Heaven, as it is tranſlated; the Sun, Moon and Stars; nd 
falſe Gods Baal, Molocb, &c. which our Author-ſhews were 
Repreſentations of ſome of the Powets or Anributes of the 
Heavens; and by the many Miracles wrought to convince 
Mankind, that they miſplac'd their Worſkip, and that the in- 
viſible GOD had thoſe Powers under his Command. | 

And were their Credit in any Degree queſtionable, ſuch 
Remains as we have of the antient Heathen Worſnip wou d 
ſhew with abundant Evidence, that till they loſt the Know- 
ledge of their Philoſophy (which happen'd by Accidents large- 
ly deſcrib'd by our Author) they continually retain'd the 
Powers or Attributes of the N for the rr of their 
religious Ser vice. 

Our Author admits that the more modern ad (by 
theſe he means the Greeks and Romans, and their Succeſ- 
ſors in Point of Time) who had loſt the Knowledge of Na- 
ture, loft alſo the Knowledge of the Object of their Worſhip, . 
and the Senſe of the very Names, by which their Gods were 
call'd or diſtinguiſh'd ; ſo that tho they. ador'd the Air, they 
knew not for what: But then he ayers, That the Antients 
(that is, all the Nations: that preceeded the Change of Lan- 
guage, by which Knowledge was retain'd) ador d the Heaven, 
or ſome Powers in them, or Attributes'of them. 

To this End he has collected the Names of all the Gods 
of the Nations mention d in Scripture, together with the 
Names or Titles of their Temples,” in his Treatiſe of the 
Names and Attributes of the Trinity of the Gentiles, and 
has offer'd an Examination and Anatyfigof thoſe Names; toge- 
ther with ſome Account of the Services paid to thoſe ſuppos'd 
Deities, and the many Reproaches made by the Prophets to 
their- Votaries and Worſhippers ; which, with great Evidence 
ſeems to ſhew that theſe Gods were indeed none other than 
the Heavens, or ſome ſuppos d Powers in them. 

'The very general Adoration paid by the Antients to 1 
heavenly Bodies, the Worſnip of the Sun, of Fire, of Light, 
Se. that prevail d in the earlieſt Times; the conjectural 
Philoſophy of the late Heathens, the Greeks and Romans, 
which centred in Opinions, that by their Jupiter, Appollo, 
&c. was meant either the Ætber, or the Sun, ot the actire 
Force of Naiure in general, juſtifies to thoſe oy" . ſuch 
Authornies, our Author's Sentiments. 


C 2. . 


' Our Author is out fo) with thoſe, a the 
Antients ſuch Ideots as to have worſhipp d Btutes, n 
oſedty ar any.inanimate Things, 

Let ihe Workkip in Egypt be an Inſtance: ; the reſpect they 
bad to Apis, to a Bull or Cow was not at all pad to chat 
Animal. All Mankind knows in relation to Egypt, becauſe 
their Monuments were better preſery'd than thoſe, of other 
Nations, that they wrote by Hieroglyphicks ; that is, that 
they expreſs d their Ideas by repreſenting the Figures of Ani» 
mals, or of inanimate Things, of Circles, Triangles, &. in 
ſuch Series and Order, as to convey their Meaning; in fa 
doing, they muſt fix upon ſome Things eaſily diſtinguiſn d, to 
' repreſent what cou'd not ſo eaſily be painted, or by Figure ex- 
preſs d. And if their. Fancy led them to exprefs the Fire at 
the Sun, by the Front or Head of a Bull or Heifer ; the Re- 
ſpe& ſhew d to that Animal was evidently meant to the Fire 
at the Sun, and the Egyptians did not worſhip the Bull or 
Heifer but the Sun; no more than in their hieroglyphical Wri- 
tiog a Bull or Serpent was meant, when the Figures of thoſe 
Animals were repreſented. a 

Our Author goes through a great many Miſtakes of the 
Moderns in this particular, which are diſhonourable to the 
Underſtandings of the Antients, and amongſt theſe takes no- 
tice particularly of one, viz. the Reproach to the Egyptians, 
that they worſhipp'd an Onion; and indeed the Scripture up- 
braids the Ir aelites with their luſting after the Onions of 
Egypt. 

But our Author ſays, the Moderns will cole to abuſe the | 
Antients on this Score, when they take the Trouble to cut 
up the comman Onibn, and to ſatisfy their own Eyes that it 
— of ſeven different Spheres, or Involucra, one within 
- another, in the Way that the Antients underſtood the ſeven 
Spheres in this Syſtem, and was therefore more proper than 
any other Thing that can be thought of, to repreſent the ſolar 
Syſtem in their hieroglyphical Writings, and religious ow 
| ſentation, 

He takes notice, that from the hieroglyphical Repreſents | 
dna the Heavens, or, perhaps, of Fire amongſt the Egyp» 
tian by Apis, the Iſraelites Calf of Gold in the Wilder - 
nels, and the Brace of Calves of Ferohoam, who had his E 
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or Ferohoam afterwards, dor med of ny Powers br Virmes 


in thoſe Calves ; but that they imagin d, they put themſelves 


thereby under che Protektion of the Heavens, of which they | 


took that Idol to de the approved Emblem. OR 
To all their erogly ptücal Repreſemations of thelt Deity, 


he obſerves they added 1 Crown, dy way of Ornament or 


Diſtinction (as for much the ſame Reaſon, the” in another 
Reſpect, which he "elſewhere explains, they did to their 
Prieſts ;) this Crown was à Circle of Gold, the moſt precious 
Metal; from which arofe; quite round the Circuniferenct, 
Plates of Gold, formed hte Pyramids, imitating Kays of 
Light; and in the Intervals, between thoſe ſhining * 
Spaces of the ſame pyramidal Form, but pomted inwards, 0 
repreſent, as our Autor ſays, Irradiation or Flux of the Light 
outwards from the Sun, and the Preſſure or Return of the 
Air or Spirit inwards, by which he infifts this Machine is 
ſupported. To 1 tin > (1 82% 7 ns 
And in a great many more of their Ornaments and Em. 
blems, he finds evident Traces of What their Service and 
Religion pointed at, tb wit, a Recognition of the Powers in 
the Heavens, as that from whence all their Bleffings flowed, 
and on which all their e was ſettled. "» 
As this miſtating, erhich, in Effect, is denying the true 
God, was evidently the Crime of thoſe Hearhens, who were 


contemporary with the Ifracliriſd State; fo, our Author 


thinks, it was the Offence of the Antediluvian World, for 
which Men merited to be cut off all but one Family. His 
Reaſons for ſo thinking are numerous, but what to me aps 
pears the ſtrongeſt; is drawn from the Puniſhment, which 
was, as our Author infifts, the.controaling the ſettled Oyerath 
ons of the Powers tat were ſuppos d to be Independent and 
Omnipetent, The deſtroying the Earth, and with it rebel 


preſerving thoſe, Perſons, by whim it was to be re. p 
be reer 


from the general Ruin, to be Witneſſes for God of th 
by him exerted, and to inftru& their -Pofterity in the Ser · 
vice of that Being, by whom they were preſerr 4. 

Our Author talks of deſtroying the Earth, which 
is in formal Words affirm'd by Moſes; be ſpeaks of 


lious Man, the reforming the Earth after that Diſſolution, and 
wer 


up the Waters of the Abyſs through Apertures, which be ſays, 
were left for a | 


i 


Communication with the Watets above ; 


. * : —_ 4 1 At . q - yy 
- oo ke l Y : PIE TI * e 5 
E P = AER” i . : : 3 me * — 
* * * 8 n ol - a 8 v "Iu _— 3 2 * 1 1 — W 
0 — e. _ it" hs WR I-35 . "= = 
- * I'S 4 1 b Sg © I * * . 
* 


* 
* 
—- 
. 
. 
- 
> 4 . 
* 1 
. ; 
= * = 4 
* «+ 4 2 
4 { R , . 1 " 4 . 3 8 
3 : D — 5 : 
1 e , N 
- - * * * 
Ry Tn» * a — 
2 _ " L Sm * 
—— — — 0 0 — ** . 5 Nenn — 
n 2 — - 22 
; Bo 4 * — Ee —_— — —— — — 
—— . ——üäĩzůP—j— eo treo drag re RS ere er ——_—_— 


” 
n ” 
oy Ly or © 4 
he | 
- - 


bt 


ry . - a a} 
— , N . 
is * e oe uo net er nee . . ” 


— — 


2 — . — 4 


- — — 
r ü — . —˙1 G 


r e eee, 
. * N bs N [IVE CY FF bog 


1491} 22 

1k Wh | ſolying the * refotming it with new 3 and Pig 
14. ſures, and ſending back thoſe Waters again through Cracks 
+ p and Fiſſures in the Shell of Stone, that environ'd the Abyſs, * 
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BI to their former Reſidence ; he ſpeaks alſo of great Quaniities 
| of Terreſtrial Matter carried down through thoſe Fiſſures 


4 
e ˙ii1XX ĩ˙•eGm̃ ²7ͤ 1 ꝰ— —ͤT - 


| and Openings along with the. Waters into the. Abyſs; thit 
| Matter. formed at the Centre of the hollow: Sphere into a 
"= ſond Orb, like to a Kernel floaüng in the Waters, and very 
| many Effects in the Motion of the Waters, and of this Earth 
Þ, be N for by that Collection of Waters, and this 

| flowing Deb ; all which, he aſſerts, are to be gather d from 
9 What the Scripture reveals, and will account mechanically for 
TR the many various Appearances, which hitherto have been only 
1 ſs d at, from Schemes founded on falſe and impoſſible 
| rinciples. 


As an Inſtance of the Perfection of the natural Knowledge = 
that is to be met with in the Scriptures, and of the Abſurdity ; 
14 of thoſe, who charge the Writers of them with Igqorance 3 be 
Hm * avers, that the Loadſtone and its Effects are frequently, at 
* leaſt ix Times, directly ſpoken of; that the Reaſon and Cauſe 
1094 of the my ſterious Phenomena of Magaetiſm are cleariy to be 
103 tatber d from the reveal d Philoſophy. 
my And howeyer Freethinkers may make the Story of th 
38 Flood an Objection to the Veracity of the Scriptures, atid 
ww may laugh at the Account, which our Author gives of it from 
| 
| 


T 
4 0 
- 
ma 


the ſacred Writers; he affirms, that as he has had the Curio; | 
Gty to make Collections of moſt, of the different Sorts of 
Things, and each of the ſame Sort differently. form'd, under 
round, and numerous Obſervations on the Situation of 
hings in the Bowels of the Earth; he can, by Evidence to 
the *Eye, convince any rational Man, that, the Account he 
gives of the Deſtruction at the Flood, and Reformation of the 
Earth, from the Scriptures, is graphically, true... 
Noab and his Family, who had remain'd in dutiful Al: 
legiance to the invifible God, were, doubtleſs, by. this pow- 
erful Piece of Vengeance over the rebellious , World, con: 
vinced of the Supremacy of the Deity over his Rival the 
Heavens, whoſe Power they had ſeen ſuſpended, and baf- 
fled ; and their Poſterity continued dutiful 'till the Tume af 
building the: Tower of Babel, wen Nature and Imaging 


tion began to work again, „ LC AD l c 15 4 
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3 J We 
All Tranflations have made a very odd Spot of Work of 
this Piece of Hiſtory. + They have ſuppos d it ſays that, before 
this Accident, all Men fpoke the ſame Language; that, afrait - 
of another Deluge, they ſet about building a Tower, whoſe 
Top ſhou'd reach to the Heavens ; that they did this to get 
them a Name; and that God became fo jealous of this At- 
tempt, that it was worth his While to work a very extraor- 
dinary Miracle, to confound their Language, ſo as one cou'd 
not under ſtand what the other ſaid; and io diſperſe them over 
the Face of the Earth; and from this notable Event the 
Birth of many Languages, and the firſt Peopling of many Na- 
tions is fought; n eee N 
Our Author, who inſiſts that a perfect Knowledge of the. 
Hebrew Language will deliver the Scripture from many 
Abſurdities, with which it is by the Tranſlations ſaddled, ſays; 
In the firſt Place, the Text does not bear that all the Earth 
was of one Language, or that their Language was confounded. 
It ſays indeed, that all the Earth was of one [Shapbab] Lip; 
and afterwards that God ſaid he wou d confound thei Lip. 
Now our Author obſerves what, upon comparing all thy 
Texts, holds very truly, that the Hebrews had two Words 
of nearly the ſame Signification to thoſe that did not advert tg 
de Diſtinction; Leſbun, which ſignifies Tongue, and Sa- 
pbab, which figaifies Lip: But which, in the Propriety of their 
Expreſſion, they never confounded ; uſing Lꝭſbun, perpetu- 
ally to ſignify Language, and Shaphab to ſignify religious Ser- 
vice, or Confeſſion, and never to fignify Language. All there. 
fore the Text ſays is ; that, before the building of Babel, the 
whole Earth had one and rhe ſame religious Service or Con- 
feſſion; and that, upon that Attempt, the new Confeſſion, 
which the Projectors of this Building intended to ſet up, was 
to be confounded, which begun in the Diſperſion of the Un- 
dertakers, I EL ä 
In the next Place, the Tranſlators render the Text as if it 
faid, Let us build us a Tower, whoſe Top ſball reach to 
toe Heavens, that we may make us a Name, leaſt we be 
diſpers'd, &c. Aud ſurely, beſides other Tmproprieties in 
this ſuppos'd Deſign, it muſt appear a very, ridiculovs Froject 
to build a Tower, that ſhoud defend againſt Deſtruction by a 
Flood, in ſo very low a Ground as the Valley of Sbinar; 
er from Diſperſion, which want of Froviſion ow 


n to. But our Author obſerves that the 1 OG F 
ys. nothing of reaching to the Heavens; that Ward is 4 
meer Supplement from the 'Tran{lators Fancy, who were igs 
177. WH norant that the Word reader'd Toter ſigaifies 7 emple, and 
ds therefore did not perceive the obvious Meaning of the whale; | 
1 which is, that theſe wicked Men, who liv'd in 2 County 
where, till then, there was no Difference of Religion, the. 
whole Earth being of one Confeſſion — the Service 
and Worſhip, of the Heavens; and encouraged one another. 
| to build a City and Temple, the Top whereof ſhou'd bs 
[4 facred to the Heavens; and that God, to. check. this early | 
mu Relapſe into the Religion cf their Antediluvian Forefathers,, 
'1 thought fit to coptound, not their: Language, but their Oon- 
vn  fefſion or Liturgy, that is; to make them differ about the Man- 
"” ner and Form of the intended Service and Worſhip, which. 
| had the Effect, at that Time, of marring their irreligious 
Froje&t ; of making them fall out amongſt themſelves, of . 
making them deſiſt from their Enterpriſe. - 
Taking the Thing.thus, and. ſuppoſiog-theſe Men miſtook. 
| the Heavens for a Deity, there was Senſe in their building a 
\ Temple, and on it an Altar to that Being that ccu d, ac 
if BY cording to their Suppoſujon, prevent their Deſtruction and 
. ö . Diſperſion; and it was well and mercifully done, on the Fart 
1 ot God; to make them differ about their intended Service, 
and thereby to fall out amongſt themſelyes, and relinquiſh! 
the Undertaking. But, tran(lating, the Text as our Expoſi - 
| ſitors haye done, a moſt abſurd and impracticable Attempt 
1 is ſuppos d to call upon the Interpoſition of the Deity, in a 
very unneceſſary cle, which, at the ſame Time, our 
Author avers, appears not to have been wrought ; becauſe 
the ſame Scriptures, ſhew the whole Earth was of one Lan- 
| | guage, tho not of one Lip or religious Confeſſion, for ſeve- 
| | ral Ages after. \ | 
As our Author has deliver'd the Scriptures, by his Ac- 
quaintance with Hebrew, from this notorious Abſurdity. 
with which the Ignorance of the Tranſlators had ſtain d it; 
he, on an Infinity almoſt of other Occaſions; interpoſes io 0 
1 their falſe Interpretations to Rights. According to his Con- 
| | ſtruction of the Language, it is no where in the Text ſaid; 
| that the Earth ſtands Riill, and that the Sun goes round it: 
but on the conttary ĩt is, on every proper Occalion, _ 
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cated that the Sun ſtands Kin, fixed, and that he Farth ra 
round. 
After the Flood God did not put the Rainbow firſt in the 
Cloud, as a Sign to Man; but he conſtituted, or gave (which 
is the Hebrew Word) that Bow, which naturally was in the 
Cloud, as a Memorial of lis Promiſe not to Gefiroy the Tarth 
again by Narr. 

And in Multitudes of * Caſes our | Andes brings, as 
he ſays, from the genuine Conſtruction of the Text, à very 
commodious Senſe, where che Tranſlation is, not to fay 
worſe, hardly intelligible, - 

As our Author's general Propoſition, that the medical 
Powers in the Heavens was the Deity ſet up by. the Heathen, 
againſt the God of Nature and of {ſrael, isa Key to the Un- 
derſtanding a vaſt Number of Expreſſions, Expoſtulations, 
and Claims uſed throughout by the Writers ot the Scriptures, 
which paſſed unheeded, or were throught trivial, and accom- 
modated to the miſtaken Notioas of ignorant Men heretofore ;_, 
fo the ſame Poſition, as he manages it, is of very great Service 
in ſhewing the Propriety and perfect Intention and Uſe of 
very many Miracles, miraculous Appearances, and religious 
Inſtitutions, which no Man hitherto has — ſhew 
the adequate Reaſon, Uſe, or Occaſion for. © 

If the Religion- of the rebellious Heathen was to. a: ribe all 
Power to the Machine of the Heavens, in the Conditions of 
Fire, Light, and Air or. Spirit, but principally in that of Fire, 
on the acting whereof all the reſt ſeemed io depend: Then it 
was proper for the Deity, when a new Revelation and religi- 
ous Oeconomy was to be eſtabliſhed in the Family of Abra · 
bam, to paſs between the Parts of the Creatures appointed 
to be divided, in the Appearance of Fire, Light, and Smoke. 

It was proper to ſhew' his Superiority over the Gods of 
Sodom and Gomorrah, by puniſhing them, who worſhipp'd 
Fire, by Fire ſent from Heaven: It was proper when Moſes 
was to be ſent upon his Miſſion, to _— to him 1 in the Buſh 
in the Form of Fire, 

It was proper, when the Conteſt was between the Prieſts - 
of Baal and the Prophet Eliſba, and when the formal Trial 
was to be, whether Baal or Febovab was the true God, by 

this Teſt, whether the Offering of the one or of the other 
ſuou d be firſt conſum'd by Fire ſent from Heaven 3 it was 
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Proper, I lay, on that Cafe, for Je bovah to give Proof of h 
Power, by ſendiog down . and conſuming the Sacrifce. 
War, Sc. Aud 
Not to mention a great mex other lafiegces, when the 


Caprains of Fifty were lugcefſively ſent out by the King of 


dir ael, who then fell in with the Worſhip of the Heavens, 
in Defiance of the true God, to bring Elijab to him a 


manifeſt the Power of Jehovah over the Heavens, 10 con- 
ſume thoſe Captains by Fire feat from Heaven. 
And tho' the many Miracles wrought in Egypt, and in 


the Wilderneſs, to which, for Evidence of the Power and 


Supremacy of Jebo vab, there are many References and Ap- 
peals made by the later Writers of che Scriptures, ſeem to 
our modern Wiſemen, who think that God might have done 


the Buſineſs a much morter Way, very unneceſſary and ſuper- 
fluous, and as ſuch are disbeliev'd : Yet our Author appre- 


bends they were abſolutely neceſſary io the Deſign of Je- 
bovab, and of the utmoſt Importance to Mankind, for ſettling 
the Point in Diſpute, between the Followers of the * 
and thoſe of the falſe God. X 

ks Intent of theſe various Miracles, aur 48 fays, 
was, in the Face and. Seeing of the moſt powerful and po- 
the moſt learned, the moſt ſuperſtitiouſly addicted 

2 then in the World to the Service of the Heavens, to 

fhew the Power of Fehovah over their pretended Gods in 
all their Attributes and Powers, and over their Prieſts ; and, 
in ſo doing, to convict that People, and all that ſliou d hear 
of thole Tranſactions, and Rill remain in the ſame Error; 


and to convince the Peop le that he was about to ſeparate to 


himſelf ſo fully of his — that they ſhou d never 
(bearing thefe Things in Mind) apoſtatiſe. = * 

For theſe Ends, after the Magicians or Prieſts of the fi- 
fious Gods were foiled, [Zehovab permitted Pharaob to 
harden his Heart, or to reſiſt ; until by repeated Miracles he 
had, to the Sight of all Men, aſſerted his Superiority over 
bis Rivals, in controuling all the Actions and Powers, for 
which they were falſely thought Gods, and making them afflict 
their Votaries. The Sun and Light were wrn'd into 3 
paipable Darkneſs, for three Days. The Air was urn d 
pefiicnral 4 ""EOay Duſt of the Earth Was tum a noxious 5 


Priſaner 4, ãt was proper to puniſh their Freſumption. and to 
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the River, which was efnblematicaũy ſucred, in whoſe Wi: 
ters they purify'd themſe1yes, and on whoſe Banks they wor- 
ſhipp'd, was torn'd into Blood! the Wind brongtt Locufts 
to deſtroy the Votaries of the Wind. All theſe Flagues, arid 
many more, which. our Author explains the Propriety of at 
length in his Efſay toward a natural Hiſtory of the: Bible, 
were ſo directed as to leave the //raelites uhhurt, -Witnelſts 
of the Superiority of. their God, of the ; Obedience of the 
Heavens, and of the Diſtraction and Folly of thoſe, who 
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Hlicherto Miracles have been look d upon, generally, by 1 
Mankind as ſo many prodigious, unnatiral, and therefore 18 


wonderful. Events, ſurpaſſing the Power of Man to coinpaſs; | 
brought about by divine Power, io youth the Miſſion of the - | 
Perſon, by whoſe Hands they were wrovght,-ahd to gam | 
Credit to what he ſhou'd feveal, or dafiver. ' But, if our _—} 
Author is to be followed, they are to be conſider d as tending | 1 
to an higher Purpoſe, and are ſo many Mailifeftations of | 1 
the Power of the true God; to gain Credit to himfelf, in | 
Contradiction to the pretended Fowers: of the Heavens, that 
were ſet up in Oppoſition. And are fo forted and choſen, | 
as beſt to prove that there is no:inhetent effential Powers in : 
the Machine, the Heavens; but that all inherent and eſſential i 
Power is in Febovah alone; whoſe Servanis, at his Co | 
mand, could alter or ſuſpend the Courſe of Nature. 4 
It was, according to ot Abthor, to confirm the Children =! 
of Iſrael in this Faith, that the Wind (in Hebrew the * 
Spirit) ſeparated the Waters of the Red Sea, and made then; 
contrary to the ordinary Courſe of Nature, ftand oft either 
Side in Heaps. That by Moſes Jebovab ſhew'd, im minia- 
tute, the ſame. Power that was exefcifd in deftroying the 
Earth at the Flood, by cracking the Strata of Stone, and tak 
ing a Spring of Water guſh' out of à Rock, upon the Touch 
of a Rod. That the Cod of the Nations, in the Appearance 
of Fire, Lieht, and Cloud, or Spirit, which ; the Author 
ſays (as ſhall be hereafter 'explain'd) Was the Emblem of the 
; true God, was forced to attend, to lead, and to protect the 
Camp of Iſrael. That the Air was made to rain down Food 18 
upon the Armies of Febovab And that Jebovab was pleas'd | | bi 
miraculouſly, and at an appainted Time, to ſhew himſelf 1 
| D 2 6-40 in it 
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in the Appearance of Fire on Sinai, and from thence 6 


deliver the Law, and offer a Covenant to the 1fraelites. 
If all theſe 'Things ſhall be underſtood to be done to ſettle 


the Conteſt, and eſtabliſh the Authority of Febovab over the 


Heavens, his Rivals at that 'Time, and all other pretended 
Deities that thereafter might, by the Madneſs or Ignorance of 
Men, be ſet up: 

Then the Scope and Intent of the Law, given in the Ten 


_ Commandments, will be better underſtood ; and the Mean - 


ing of the religious Oeconomy, Ceremonies, and Services, 


that thereafter were eftabliſh'd, will be more fully compre». 


ended. 

The firſt four Commands, by the Confeſſion of every 
Body, are intended to aſſert and inculcate the Sovereignty 
of the Deity, and the ſecluſive Title to Service, that is in 
Febovab, the Creator and Preſerver of all Things; in Con- 
tradition to all other pretended Gods, whoſe Service is pro- 


' hibited and guarded againſt in the moſt expreſs Manner; Pro- 


hibitions that do not ſeem neceſſary to be authoris'd and in- 
troduced with ſo much Pomp, and by fo many Miracles, if 
the Worſhip of a Stock or a Stone, a red Heifer or a Calf, 
taken in themſelves, and not conſider d as the Repreſentation 


of that Being (the Heavens) in which all material Power in 


this Syſtem was known to reſide, had been the only Thing 
to be dreaded. 
The other Commands are generally call'd the moral Law, 


and it is commonly thought that they were intended for a Sy- 


Nem of ſocial Law, as they ſeem to prohibit Treſpaſſes againſt 
Society. 

But in this our Author differs, and ſays, that when Men are 
ſatisfied, as they may eaſily be from Scripture and from Hi- 


ſtory, that the Worſhippers of the Heavens call'd their Gods 


their Fathers and Mothers, and worſhipp'd them as ſuch; that 
they held it a religious and acceptable Service to immolate hu- 
man Sacrifices, nay to offer their Firſt-born to Fire; that 
they held it lawful, nay pleaſing to ſome of their Gods, to 
teal and rob for Sacrifice. That Proſtitution of their Wives 
and Daughters, in Honour of their Gods, was a flagrant Part 
of their Religion, SH. The Reaſons for giving theſe Com- 


'mands, commonly call'd moral, will appear to be the ſame 3 
as tor giving the reſt, to 880 to ſettle and eſtabliſh the Wor- 


ſkip 
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ſip of the true, to inviſible. GOD, and to reſtrain from the 


Worſhip of the Heavens, and the chief Abominations prat- 
tis d in that Worſhip. | SE ay 
As to the moral or ſocial Law, according to our Author, 
it was not the immediate View or Purpoſe of GOD,.in- the 
Law given from the Mount, to eſtabliſh or explain it. 'The 
Competition for Superiority with the falſe God, the Heavens, 
was the Point to be ſettled ; and the Abominations of the pro» 
phane Worſhip of that fititious God were to be prohibited, and 
eradicated out of the Service of the Children of Hrael. 
Tube ſocial Law requir'd no Publication, no Authority from 
Jebovab by. Miracles to confirm it; except in thoſe Points in 
which the abſurd Service of the Heathens had encroach'd upon 
it. It was no Queſtion amongſt the Heathens, no more than 


it was amongſt the Children of Abrabam, whether it was un+ 


lawtul to kill, or to commit Adultery on any other Occaſion, 
except for the Honour of their pretended Deities in religious 
Service; and therefore, according to our Author, there was 
no Occaſion for ſettling theſe ſocial Duties, excepting ſo far 
as the Miſtakes in Worſhip made it neceſſary. KS: 

As the principal View of the Decalogue, and all the Pomp 
and Train of Miracles, with which it was-introduced, was to 
ſettle the Superiority of Febovab over his Rivals, the Heavens, 
ſo our Author obſerves, that all the Memorials of theſe Mi- 
racles, the Services, Feaſts, Sabbaths, Rites of Sacrifice, Ce- 
remonies, the 'Tabernacle, the Temple, their Ornaments and 
Furniture, the Inſtitution of Prieſthood, with the Ordinances 
relating thereto, the Prieſts Garments, &. were intended to 
commemorate, to acknowledge, and for ever to keep.in View 
the Evidence of the Superiority then ſettled ; and do explain 
by Emblems, a Sort of Language then well underſtood, the 
Nature, Reſidence, and Manner of acting of GOD, in Op- 


poſition to that of his Rivals ; and his merciful Diſpoſition 


and Purpoſe towards his Creatures, all which the Author bas 
in a great Meaſure explain d, and applied in a very new and 
ſurpriſing Manner, and promiſes, on a proper Occaſion, fully 
to explain and ſhew the Application of the reſt. 

Tho' a Syſtem of Philoſophy, Religion and religious Ser · 
vice was thus reveal'd in Writing by the Hand of Moſes in 


- 


the Wilderneſs, as our Author affirms ;. yet he is far from 


tllinking that the World was left without Information or Di- 
| | rection 
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rechen ia chife Matters ill this Time; on the- 
aſſerts, that the Inſtruction and Law given 77 — * was / 
no more than a Republication in writing of that Law, origi- 
nally given to Adam before, and upon the Fall. 

From the Goodneſs, e Wiſdom, and the Juſtice of GOD; | 
from the Neceſſities of the new-made Creature Man, 200 5 
from the Hints above mentioned, of God's planting a Gat- 
den in Eden, and bringing all living Creatures before Adam; 
our Author concludes, that Nature, its Operations and Depen- ; 
dance on Febovab, was fully explain d to the firſt Man ; and 
thence his Duty, as well as chief Good, diſcover d to him, in 
admiring, adoring, and with Love and nee {erviog the 
Author of his Being. 

Whether any, and what Services, by Way of Actnow- 
ledgment, were at this Time requir'd of Adam, does nat 
appear; but it does appear that he was prohibited; under the 
Penalty of Death, from eating of the Fruit of a certain Tree + 
in the Middle of the Garden, which is call'd rhe Tree 7 
Knowledge of Good and Evil. | 
Our Author ſuppoſes that this Tree, faid to Rand in the 
Middle of the Garden, was in the Plan of that —_— in- 
tended to repreſent ihe Sun in the Centre of this Syſt 
which keeps it all a-going ; and that the Prohibition to eat 1 : 
Fruit of it, emblematically forewaraed Adam from trufting 
to its Support in any 'Thing, but what, as à Machine without 
Knowledge, it was appointed to do; and he ſuſpects that this 
very forbidden Fruit was the malum perficum famed among 
the Heathens ; in Greece afterwards taken to be the Laurel, 
facred to Apollo the God of Wiſdom, and which was fop- 
pos d capable of giving Knowledge and Wiſdom. ' 

He obſerves that this Com mand was firſt broken by Eve, 

who had it but at ſecond Hand from Adam, and who did not 
know the Natures and ſeveral Qualities and Capacities of brute 
Creatures, as Adam did, at the Inftigation of the Devil by a 
Serpent, who as a Bait propos d Improvement in 7 

a very laudable Motive, bad not ihe Naeibos of gaining it 
been prohibited, ; 

Ne imagines that Adam was not decely'd as Eve was; 
but that ſeeing her loſt, his Paſſion for her made him deſpe- 
rately reſolve to ſhare the ſame Fortune with her, and to be 
Join d with her in the Crime and the Puniſhment. And — 


„ eT owner 
* 
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this was the Reaſon why, wh "their Bes were 
they not only became aam d of their Crime, but at the ks 
of thoſe Parts, which rais d in e ach mutual Deſires ; the Vio- 
lence of which induc d Woman te ſeduce Man into a Parti- 
cipation of ber Cui t, and indue d Man to yield 16 Rain and 
Death, rather than be idivided from her. 

Thoſe who are delighted with ſearching into the Origin 
and Uſage of Words, will not be diſagreeably entertain d bya 
Reflection of two aur Author makes on this Occaſion. Ie 
ſays that [Ia ven] which properly ſignifies the Act of Cohabith- 
tion with Woman, is in the Hebrew Language made the Root 
for Iniquity or Wickedneſs. And that [ Fetab] which princi- 
pally ſigniſies that Fart of the Body that Eve is ſuppos d to 
have hid, in the ſame Language is made LY of edu n 
cine, overperſwading, deceiving. © © 

And our Author thinks that to keepup thy Meinory of in 
Crime, and of the principal Motive that induced Man to fell ; 
into it; as Alſo to be a Caveat againſt being carried too far Þ 
that Motive, on future Occaſions, Circumciſion was inſtituted: 
which took Place amongſt the Nations before As 
Days, and was reviv'd only in his Family; and re· enacted in 
the Law of Moſes, as ſeveral other antient Inſtitutions were. 

Our Author inſiſts, that Man cou d not have ſuſtain'd His 
Life any conſiderable Time after the Fall, tho GOD had not 
been pleas d by any Act to inflit Death upon him. we 
Conſciouſneſs of the Diſpleaſure of GOD, the Remembran 
of Felicity loſt, and the Apprehenſions of the juſt Ven yore 
of the offended Deity, muſt have produc'd ſtrange 
tions in the Mind of unhappy Adam ; that he 1% then, 

a Demonſtration that he receiv'd ſore Comfort, ſome * 

of the Poſſibility of a Reconciliation ; and that be — 
Promiſes that comforted him, the Scripture in formal Words 
reveal. The Seed of the Woman ſoall bruiſe the Head of 
the Serpent. 

Tho the Account of this Promiſe and thoſe Hopes of Peice 
is very ſhort, yet our Author thinks that, at this Time, a pro- 
per and intelligible Account was given to Man of the Manner 
and Means of his Reconciliation, and Reſtitution to the Pro- 
tection of GOD ; and that Rites, Obſeryarices, and Services 
were inſtituted, to keep in Mind and acknowledge the 80e“ 


reigaty | 
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raignty of .the Creator: hs Crime of Man, and his Forfek | 


2 


A 


ture; and the Promiſe and Means of Peace and Salvation. 
The Foundations of his Opinion, beſides what is already 


ſaid, are in general: That from the Scripwre i it appears, be- 


fore the Publication of the Law in Sinai, Believers and Un- 
believers were in the Fractice and Poſſeſſion. of many, or 
moſt of thoſe Rites and Inſtitutions, which muſt have depen- 
ded on ſome antecedent Authority, that was common to all. 


And by the univerſal Conſent of all prophane Authors it ap- 


pears, that after the Ara of Moſes, the ſame Inftitutions and 
Obſervances had taken Place over all the known World; tho 
no Body ſuppoſes they ow d their Origin to the Laws of a Ns. 
tion, that the reſt of the World held. in Diſlike and Contempt, 
To inſtance in a few; offering Sacrifice, and that. by Fire, 


vas in Uſe before the written Law; Abel offer d; Noah ſa- 


crific d; Abrabam and his Contemporaries did ſo ; Fob prac- 
tis d it; it was us d by Balaam; it was practis d for Thankf * 


- giving ; for Atonement ; for binding Covenants : At the ſame | 


Time it is obvious, that naturally it had no Tendency to either 
of thoſe Ends; and as it was univerſal, muſt needs owe its 
Beginning to an Inſtitution, that was authoritative. over all, 
That Sacrifice was held propitiatory among. the Heat 
cannot be deny d by any, that is converſant in their Writings z - 
their Hiſtories, their Poems are full of it; and if there cou'd 
remain any Doubt, Balaam's repeated Attempts to placate the 
Deity, and the over-warm Zeal of theſe, who gave the Fruit 
of their Body for the Sin of their Soul; who ſacrificed theig ' 
Firſt-born to Moloc b, to atone for themſelves, their Family, 


and People, and fo procure his Fayour. and Protection, are abꝰ 


ſolute Proofs. 
Our Author, on this Subject, takes notice, that GOD is ſad 
to have cloath'd our firſt Parents with the Skins of Beaſts, that © 


Fart of the Offering, that by the written Law appears to have 


fallen to the Prieſt's Share ; and thence concludes that the 
Beaſts, from, which thoſe Skins were taken, had been ſacrificed. 
Another Inſtance is. in Firſt- fruits, which appear amongſt 
all the Heathen to have been offer d, as an Acknowledgment 
to their ſeveral Deities. The Practice is as old as the Days 
of Cain and Abel, who cannot be ſuppos d to have begya it 
without Inſtitution for their Authority, , | A 
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A kg Infance is in (Cn LA of. Tide oi i. 
wing to the Fiſt born, of eideſt of the Family, a Right to aps 
roach the Altar, and to offer Sacrifice, which in the Jewiſh 
| Diſpenſation was Changed from the Firſt- born to the Fi 
mily of Levi If the Prieſt was, in one Coridderation; 4 
Repreſentation of the ſame Perſon; that the Sacrifice repreſen: 
ted in another, it is reaſonable. to conclude, that the Inſtitutiog: 
of Prieſthood, and ot Sacrifice, bore the ſame Date. % 
From the Expreſſion; Gen, iv. 3. our Author collects, that 
there were appointed Times; perhaps new Moons, and ſet- 
tled Feaſts from the Beginning, for at: de ap; oy 
Acknowledg ment. 

And from Moſ As Account of b Gu * fob 
lowed it, nothing is more clear, than that the reſt of the Sab, 
bath was from .the Beginging appointed, for preſerving a per- 
petual Memorial of the Creation, compleated by Febouab 3 
and for yielding ta Man a fit Opportunity, free from Labour, 
Toil and Care, to contemplate the high and beneſicent Anri- 

butes of GOD. in his. Works ; and ro diſpoſe the Mind to 
Acknowledgment, Duty, Love, Praiſe and Adoration, the only»  _. 
Tribute that is truly. fuited to the Nature of ibat perfect 
Being; and the only Exerciſe that ſeems proper for qualifying ö 
Man to deſire, and to enjoy 2 nearer: Union with his GB. 
As our Author finds, in the written Law, ſeveral particuy 
lar Sorts of Wood, diſtinguiſh” d by their Uſes in 'the Taber · 
pacle; and ſeveral Sorts of. Boughs and, Branches of Trees. 
appointed to. be carried and uſed in the Feaft of Tabernades ; . 
he concludes, that thoſe 'Trees were in the Days of - Adam, I 
fo to ſpeak, conſecrated as Emblems or Memorials of parti - 
cular Perſons, Actions ar Things, that they were to repreſent, 
A Garden was planted in Eden; and I have hinted at the 
Uſe; for which our Author thinks it was dreſſed there. The 
Fatriarchs, particularly Abrabam, ſacrificed under Oaks; nay: 
planted Oaks for the End of Sacrifice and religious Service 
under them. The Aatients planted Gardens, Groves, Ex. 
upon religious Accounts, and very likely held particular Trees 
in Keſpect. as repreſentiog particular Powers or Actions. 
The Oak, which is in Hebrew ¶ Elab] our Author fro 


was appointed te the Memorial of a Covent es. 
ich. 
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The ter of Es 2 4 . 110 Evi, represented a 
ibe Powers. in this Syſtem. The Fruit of the laſt, as out 
Author ſays, with Boughs of the firſt : Branches of the Palms 
Tree, and Twigs of ſeveral other Trees were to be held in 
the Hands of the Children of Hfrael at the Feaſt of 'Tabet. 
nacles, their. grand Feltiviry ſor [Mirth and rejoycing; and he 
inſiſts, that the carrying thoſe ſeveral Boughs and. Fruits had 
A religious emblematical Meaning; then very well undẽt ſtood; 
as it was the only Way, before Writing, of communicating 
Knowledge; and as intelligible, very near, as Writing was 
afterwards. Becauſe theſe Emblemy were then ſo fully un- 
derſtood, the Meanuig of them is not by Moſes explain d: 
But our Author ſeems to think it poſſible ſtill to decypher and 
explain them; only thus much he apprehends is plain from 
the Reflection made, that the Uſe ot thoſe ſeveral Sorts of 
Trees being preſcribed, without any Explication of the Rea- 
{on or Purpoſe, theſe Purpoſes muſt have been univerſally 
known at the Time, and the Trees themſelves muſt havg 
been conſtituted Emblems, as early as the planting the firſt 
Garden. | 
As Hieroglyphicks, or Emblems, were the firft Method of 
conveying and continuing Knowledge, which was ſucceeded 
by the more perfect Invention of Writing; and as all reli 
gious Service was originally perform'd, in an emblematical 
Way, which.carried the Mind fram the Emblem, Type, or 
emblematical or typical Act, to the Perſon or Thing repreſen- 
ted; our Author thinks, that after Writing was invented, for 
the more certain Preſeryation of divine Knowledge, the Ser- 
vices were ſtill continued, and perform'd in the old Way, and 


Types and Emblems were ot the fame Uſe and Effe& as 


ever; hence Sacrifice, &c. were continued; and at the ſame 
Time that GOD deſcribed the Powers of this Syſtem, as de- 
pendant upon himſelf, in Writing; he cauſed the ſame Sort 
of Account of them to be repreſented, and hung up hierogly- 
pe” in the "Tabernacle, and afterwards in the Temple. 

he Lamp in the Temple, the Pijlars, and their Ornaments 
betore the Porch, our Author inſiſts, were an hieroglyphical 
Deſcription of the Powers of this Syſtem, of the Deities the 


 Heathens ador'd, which Jebovab willed to be nailed up in the 


Place of the Reſidence of his Preſence, to bear in Mind 
their — and DR on bim; and that they were 
to 
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ſelf; and his Servants. 
As our Author, by this new and very ſurpriſing: Manner 
of Interpretzzion, gives Light to an infinite Number of lofts 


4 


C3 
be confer in ther View han Fables of u | 


tutions, Prohibitions, Declarations, Claims and Services 3d. 
by accurately examining the Force and Froptiety of the off 
ginal Language, and comparing. it with the Inſtitutions and 


Services, when rightly underſtood, he thinks he has ae a 


World of very important Diſcoveries.. 

Various ate the Gueſſes that have been made by 3 
Men, concerning the Senſe and Meaning of the Word CJ. 
bo vab] the ineffable Name of GOD, as the Fews call it ; 
Our Author has fixed on that Conſtruction, which makes it. = 
the Eſſence exiſting 3 that Eſſence or Subſtance, which has 
Being in iiſelf neceſſarily, without Dependance upon any 
other, and in Diſtinction to all other Eſſence ur Subſtance 
whatever, [Jab] ſignifies the Eſſence, by Eminence; and 
(if Ireach the Author's Meaning, which ſeems to be wholly 
new and uncommon on this Article) by the Addition of the 
other Word [ Hovab] lignifying actual Being with Powers „ 
and Faculties, gives an Idea of that ſufficient all 
that has Exiſtence in itſelf, or by the 'Neceſfity of its oA 
Nature exiſts, Something like to this, ingenious Moderis 
have ſtruck out by the Light of Nature, as they ſay, for the 
Idea of the ſovereign Being; and it will be no great Re- 
proach to their Notiog, if it falls in with the Sentiment con- 


_ fain'd in the Name given by GOD to himſelf in e Scrip- 


ture 3 nor a ſlight Confirmation of the Accuracy and Perfecs. 
tion ot the Scripcure, if, when it is fairly examin d, it is fognd | 
to expreſs Sentiments fo juſt, ſo lofty, and fo difficult, if * 
all poſſible, to be come at by the Light of Nature only. i 

[EI] is another Name, which the Scripiüte gives to the 
Deuy ; it commonly is tranſlated the ſtrong | as powerful, 
fortir. But our Author inſiſts, that it ſignifies property.tha 
Irradiator. An Idea borrowed from that Irradiation or H. 
miſſion of Light and Influence from the Sun to move, ſuppors 
and preſerve, in Being and Action, every Thing in dns ma- 
terial Syſtem ; from whence it is applied to the Deity, to e 
preſs ſomething of that inconceivable Power, Influence, and 
Manner of Acting, by which the Deity ads uncbntrovlablyy 
where it is not Jocally, al OR As the Aunhor from Scrips 

2 ture 
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; 


1. % 
zrers the peer Relidence of GOD, is without this ey 
_ ſo that by this Name, that Irt adiation, which, accof · 
mag 10, auf Author's Fhiloſophy, is in a great Meaſure the 
Supporter of Nature, is attributed to Febovab; and ſuch a 
1 Power of Irradiation in a ſpiritual Senſe, as we ſee perſorm d 
Dy the Sun ia a material Ways is aſcrided to ow iovilible 
4 ö * GOD. 18 N 
F To confirm this Sentiment, and indeed a very conſiderable 
N = Branch of our Author's Scheme, he- obſerves that the Word 
. VE Hallelujab] which is the Burden of almoſt all the Pſalms of 
N Praiſe and Thankſgiving, the firk Word frequently and the 
3 laſt; and which is tranſlated ſometimes, Praiſe ye the Lord, 
| ſometimes is tranſcribed. without tranſlating Hallelujah 
Ggnidies properly and undoubtedly Irradiation to Jab, or a» 
f tcribe ye Irradiation to the Eſſence. Now if the uimoſt Ha; 
| nour the believing Jeu cou d expreſs for their D. im bes 
| moſt devout and thankful Praiſes, was to aſcribe lreachation ' 
i 40 his Eſſence; it, on the one Hang, renders our Author's 
Opinion of the Senſe of E very probable; and, ay the other 
| Hand, very ſtrongly proves, that the Sctipiurę Ideas of the 
Deity, and of its Powers and Action were borrowed from vi. 
Gble Operations of the Sun, the Ligbt and Air, and their 
Actions in the Heavens in all this material Syſtem. 13 757 
There is ill another: Name for GOD, the moſt common- 
ty uſed of any in Scripture, and on the true Senſe of which 
our Author builds a great deal it is n Wer hon 
Nared Deus or GON, - 
All che. Worid. Fews and Chriſtians. agree that this Word 
is plural ; ſeldom, not once in five Hundred Times to be 
met with ſingular ; almoſt always (a tew Inſtances excepted) 
Join'd with Nouns and Verbs in the. ſingular Number. & 
From this Word, which the madern Jeu. and after 
them, Chriſtians have tranſlated Deus, in the ſingular Num? 
ber, when the true GOD is meant; bur Dü in the Plural, 
when it is apply d to the Gods of the Nations; ſeveral learn. 
ed Men have drawn Arguments for the Trinity, and have 
taken it to be a full Proof, at leaſt, of the Plurality of Per+ 
ſons. But as theſe Men did not aſſert, or undertake to prove, 
chat the Scriggures were wrote. with N Accuracy, and 
pere forced to admit a. great many. Things to be written. 
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37 
us they — ix no-cetain: Oright hi: Shat for the 
Word, from the Meaning whereof their Argumen-cou'd-bd 


examin'd or juſtify'd, theſe Opinions made no great Way (49 - - 
induce Men to think, thar' the Doctrine of the Trinity was. 


founded in the Old Teſtament. 


But as our Author inſiſts, that every Word of the Grand 3 


Book is written with the utmoſt: Accuracy, Prutk and Pers 
fection; if that Propoſition is made good, what he ſay s fur 
the Word Elobim, for Evidence of the n on Perſons in 
the Deity, muſt have great Weight. a er 


Notwithſtanding an Iafinity of Gueſſes * — by thoſe, "who 


; pretended to be learned in the Heerew Language, none ever 
hit on any Thing that carried a Senſe, in the leaſt Degree; 


ſatisfactory : Our Author has fix d on the Word Elab an 


Oath or Adjuration (lo tranſlated perpetually by the Jeu, 


wherever it occurs in the Scriptures, whether as Verb or 
Noun, except where it is intended to ſignify the Deity, and 


then they take Care to hide that Meaning) as the Root from 


which it is derived: Ant affirms; that by the Genius of the 
Language [ Hlobim] ſignifies, in the Plural, Adjuratores, 
Perſons-bound by Oath or Covenant; refetring this Name 
to that Engagement, which the divine. Perſons are ſuppos d tu 
have enter d into, for the Preſervation and Salvation of Man, 
call d the Covenant; and ayerring, that it is expreſſive of that 
Relation, in which that Oath or Covenant, put GOD to Man. 
He inſiſts, that as this was the original Light, in which, 
after the Fall, God was willing to be known to Man, for 
his Comfort, and for encouraging bim in his Duty, all he 
apoſtate Heathens, who relinquiſh'd the true Elobim, and re- 
ſorted to their Rivals the Heavens for Protection, retain'd; 


nevertheleſs, ibis comfortable Appellation, apply d it to che 


Heayens ; and as they ſacrificed with the utmoſt Zeal and 
Seriouſneſs to them, look d upon them as their Elobim ; all- 
powerful Beings, in Covenant with them, for their Good: 


here and hereafter, and expected certainly from their Hands 


Protection aud Performance of their ſuppos d Covenants : 5 


Hence by innumerable Places in Scripture it appears, that 


they look d upon themſelves as bound never to relinquiſk* © 


their Elobim ; rn, 
ns ver bound never. to delt tbem. * hl 
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It is remarkable, that of the many Names, which e 
Deity has in Scripture, this is the only one, which concerus 
the Salvation of Man, that the Heathens carry d off with them 4 

to apply to their falſe Gods; for whom they coined other 
additional, or diſtinguiſhing Names, without Number, ac- 
cording to their different Humours, and the different Powers 
and Attributes of the Heavens, for which they worſnipp d 
them. But ſtill, with all theſe, they mix d the Character or 
Appellation of Elobim, as what expreſs d their Conroy 
with, and Relation to them. 
And if this Term ſhall be allow:d-to mean ee bound 
by Oath or Covenant, then it will fit Kings or Goyernoury, 
who were under ſuch Ties and Engagements to the People, 
and to them it is ſometimes apply'd in Scripture. | | 

At whatever Time the Fews thought fit firſt to tranſlate 
this Word ſingular, it is certain the Heathens retain'd- it in 
the plural Senſe ; and the Fews, when tranſlating that Word 
apply'd to the Heathen Gods, render it plural. q 8 

Our Author obſerves, that the Word Elobim is generally 
join'd with Verbs and Nouns in the fingular Number ; yet 
ſometimes the Words join'd with it, determine the Senſe ſo 
flatly to be plural, that, without Impropriety, ſuch as is no 
where to. be met with in the ſacred Book, the Perſons, of 
Things ſpoken of, muſt neceſſarily be plural. 

In the Conſultation that is repreſented to have been had by 
the Elobim, for the Formation of Man, in the firſt of 
Geneſis, The Blohim ſaid, Let us make Man in our I. 
* according to our Similitude ]. | 

And Genefir iii. 22, after Man had eaten of the forbids · 
den Fruit, the Elobim ſays, Bebold Man is become like one 
of us; the Meaning of the Expreſſion, and in what Senſe 
Man was become like one of the Elobim, our Author, on 
another Occaſion, endeavours to explain: But from cheſe, and 
ſach-like flat Declarations of more Perſons than one in the 
Elobim, he inſiſts it is beyond doubt, that the Word is in 
tentionally us d plural. 

On this Subject he 00 great Uſe of the Repreſen tarives. 
of the Elohim, the Shemim, the Names, the Powers in ue 
Machine, the Heavens being plural; and thoſe Powers be. 

ing, according to his Apprehenſion, juſt three, Fire, Light, 


26d Spirit or no. -and if it is ſuppos'd, that theſe three 
| Powers 


; 
| 
4 
( 
| 
: 


Powers ſupport all . 2 Actions in * 
and that the Machine was given ſor a (nes 1s of the 
Deity, its Naure, Manner of Exiſtence, Powets and* Ac- 
tions by itlelf; it is very difficult call in Doubt our 
Author's Concluſion; that the one Subſtance'of the | 
acting in three Conditions, or with diſtinct Powers, is erte 
five of the one Eſſence and Perſonality of the Elobim. 
And, indeed, to do our Author's Argument Juſtice, fp 
poſing'the receiv'd Opinion of a Trinity in the Deity, 
to be illuſtrated, or- repreſented, by the Similitude of any 
viſible, or conceivable Object; it muſt be confeſs d. that e 
Wit of Man has not hitherto ſuggeſted auy Thing ſo n to 
throw Light upon that high MyRtery, as this ſuppos d 2 
if the Author can mate it good, that Nature is actually 
ported by the Agency af Matter in thoſe three Conditions of 
Fire, Light, and Spirit or Air. The Unity-of dhe Machine, 
the Co operation or joint Action of all the three” Powers: ; | 
Light the Iſſue of Firs, and yet coeval-with it, returhing 
Spirit or Air to maintain the joint Action, and by it. every 
Thing, is ſo exquiſite. a Picture of what hithe rio has been 
thought to ſurpaſs all Imagination, that if the Author can 
maintain that his Machine works by theſe Powers, very few 
will doubt of the Truth of what it was intended to repreſent, 
That the Deity and the ſeveral Perſons in it are; in. num 
berleſs Expreſſions of Script ute, uniformly repreſenied by the . 
Machine, and by theſe three Powers in it, applying the Idea 
of Fire to the firſt; the Idea of Ligbtto the ſecond; und Ur 


Air or Spirit to che third, the Author endeav ours W 2 # 


by a World of Quotations. 

He does not forget the frequent Appeirahets of the Dem 
in the Form of Fire, ofien attended with Light, and Air or 
Cloud ; he takes notice of the. many Deſcriptions of the firſt 
Perſ9n as terrible; à jealous God; the Avenger of Sin; 4 
flaming, a conſuming, 4 devouring Fire o the Workers of + 
Iriquity . And bas collected a Liſt of the various Temples © 
that the Heathens had, to the Sun, to Fire, or to the nen 
under that Head or Attribute 

With reſpect to Light, he produces numerous Paſſages, 
where Light, repreſented or. ſpoken of, ſeems OE 
plicable to that Perſon, "who was to be the Light 
tions, who was repreſented by radiation ; and, 


n ES 
es (pin or pres Ge 1 he rio all q 
* who declar'd formally of himſelf, that he was the Light: 
And, on this Subject, our Author has obe very uncommon 
| Reflection. as almoR all his are; he ſays the Word C Coben,] 
| BY ttranſlated Prieft, and to which no one has pretended to afin 
Ma A2 determin d Meaning, fignifies properly an Interceſſor 3; and g 
_—: in Evidence of this, he has produc d ſeveral Texts; arid. par» * Y 
| 1 ticularly two, where the Children of David are ſaid t be 
* His { Cobenim } meaning Intercefſors with him, it oat N 
7 they coud be Priefts, ack chap were. wot 05.008 OR 
| TINS Levi. 
" After eſtablihing that the word render'd: Prieſt, cenifier | 
18 | Intercefſor; he proceeds to obſerve; that the High Prieft was 
F. only ſuch, and employed in offering Sacrifice as the 'Repre- 
1 | ſeutatiye of. him; concerning whom Jebovab ſwore, that he 
1 was a Prieſt, or Interceſſor for ever, after the Fee 
1 Melchizedet. 750 
Ad then, to make” that Type or Repreſentation, more | 
entire, our Author obſerves that the High Prieſt; in Office, 
Was to wear Garments made by divine Direction, emblema- - 
tical in every Particular of his Office; bat more eſpecially in 
that they were to be of white, that is Linnen, and Gold, and 
Purple, and Scarlet, by that Collection of Colours expreſſing 
22 the . or 6 of = ne dan ol 
. the Deity, 
This, as well as the 8 that tis Prieſt wore, expreſ- 
ſing Irradiation, as before mention d, our Author thinks was 
certainly underſtood at the Time of the Inſtitution, and by 
Believers down till the Days of our Saviour; and had it been 
generally then underſtood, the Nation wou'd not have re 
zeted the Light. But as the Fewiſb People univerſally a- 
li | ih poſtatis d. loft their Knowledge with their Faith, and had 
©1008! the Remains of it, almoſt altogether excinguiſh'd in the Cap; | 
1 | tivity ; they had Leifare to frame Notions of theis Meſſiab, | 
different from what the Scriptures exhibited ; and in the Con- 
ions of the Scriptures, which they did not: underſtand, 
they impoſed on themſelves, and on all that trufted them. 
To the Light, our Author ſhews, there were enn 
Temples amongſt the Heathens. | 
"Touching the third Perſon, our Author produces Garth 
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ü al 1. . be blown up, Aut inflated by ſome Spirit 
: of wha, thay (er deliyer'd their Anſwers 
rom 
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. f, ins, , : 
Fg 2c the Heathens Religiot rs, th Git be obſexres,.. 
that they 1 12 put ed all 5 fromm their Gods, to the 
Spirit, io 7 er ha iratioa or loflation 3 all: their 
Aber the 6501 at deliver. Oracles, were ſup· 
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But oo you arſe, 1 gester Length, de numerode 00 1 
15 N utho K 0 15 * 1 1 
upport his Argu e efle that w 5 11 
Sour 17 1 55 If, as the Light ; and Wheh he 2 
his Apoſt tles deli ver t e Doctrine of the Trinity in the New 
Teſtament, 15. ſpeak of the F ather, the Son, and the H 
Ghoſt, without any Apology or xplication, as a Mat 
very well known and 5 erſtood by ſuch as underſtood the 
Scriptures; & Thing, which it ſeems altogether impoſſible 
they cou d have fallen into, if they had not known that 19 
as really knew the Scriptures underſtood them ;, as our $ 
viour ſays, on other Occaſions, Matth. 11. 15. He thej 
bath Ears to bear, let bim bear. 8 
As our Author has puſh d his Argument tor the rag 
very far, from the Notion of Fire, Light and Spirit, ſo' be 
lays great Weight on another Argument, not altogether un | 
like to that, drawn y 4 the Appearance' of the Cherubim, 
ſet up at the Expulſion of 71 from Far adiſe, and from 
the Deſcription of that Repreſentation or Appearance, drawn -, 
from the 0 and jeath Chapters of the reren of Ez. 
Kiel. . * 
From the Vigons of Ezekiel he collect that the to 
of the Cherubim was one Figure, with ſout Heads or Faces; 
the Face of an Ox, the Face of a Lion, the Face of 4 =_ 
and the Face of an Eagle. 
Had there been no more join'd but the K aces of the ol. 
the Lian, and the Eagle, as the Author can proye that the Ox 
repreſented Fire, the Lion Light, and the Eagle Spitit or Ait, 
there cou'd. be no Doubt, he fays,, that this woug, have om 
a proper Repreſentation. of the Trinity in the . 
by e of ibe aid heres by them Re? chil 
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CV * 1 
But as the Face of a Man was added ; Join d, as the Pr 
- *pher takes notice, to the Face of the Lion, the Repreſenita 


tive of Light, the ſecond Perſon, our Author infifts that this 
Appearance exhibited to Man, for his Comfort, juſt when for 


his Sin be was expell'd Paradiſe, and Temenc'd to hard Las 


bour, repreſented the Trinity, with the Man Cui Je8us 


Join d to the ſecond Perſon, and was the moſt compleat em- 


blematical Reprelentation of what our Author ſuppoſes GOD 


reveal d to Adam, when be told him, that the Seed of the 


Woman ſbould bruiſe the Head of the Serpent. 
Again, this Repreſentation in the Cherubim was a Thing 
fo well known and underſtood by the Antients, tho we have 


Deſcription of it but in Ezekiels Viſion, that when the 


Lok commanded it to be made for the Sanctum Sanctorum. 
the Workmen made it at once, without wanting a Pattern: 
And our Author lays no ſmall 
theſe Cherubims (and he ſays hè can ſhew why there were 
two of them) were, beſides the Ark of the Teſtimony, and 
the Mercy-feat, the only Furniture of the moſt holy Place ; 
into which none but the Repreſentative of the great Intetceſ- 


for durſt ever enter; and that but once a Year, cloath'd with 


the Emblems of his Office, and being ſanctified by Blood. 


As cur Author is indetatigably induſtrious in his Search 


after the true Meaning of Emblems, Inſtitutions and Servi- 
ces; he is no leſs ſd, in ſettling the Meaning of Words, hithet · 


to miſtaken or unknown, I ſhall give you but one Inſtance. 


The Word [ Berith] which we always tranſlate Code. 


nant, Fedus, occurs in ſeyeral Texts; and is generally 
coupled with ſuch Words, as cannot ſuffer a Man to believe. 


that Covenant, Foedus is its original Signification. | 

The Blood of the Covenant; the Meſſenger of the Co- 
wvenant ; 1 bave given thee for a Covenant to the Nations, 
&c. are Expreſſions that will hardly go down; and what we 


trauſlate making a Covenant [ Karat Berith] moſt certainly | 


Ggnifies 10 kill, or cut off Beritb; which ſhews to Conviction 


than is now in the Tranſlation given it. 


Our Author, ſearching to be ſatisfy'd in this Difficulty, finds 
two Texts, where the very ſame Letters that compoſe Be 
riib, but differently pointed by the Jeu, is truly tranſtated 


Soap | Borith as they point It] Fullonum ; and this Word, 


Weight on it, that Figures of 


tha Berith muſt, at leaſt originally, have had another Senſe 
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6 — to purify. 


If then, ſays our Autbor, Berith is taken from "te es ef | 


purifying, it muſt, and may, from the Genius of the Language, 
carry the Senſe of Purifier, Purification 


throughout. 
Aud if it is ſo underſtqod, then all the Texts, in which U 5 


occurs, will be intelligible, and determin'd to that imrorum 
Senſe, in which they were written. 


I bare given thee ſor 4 Purifier to the. Nations ; the 
Blood of the Purifier ; the Meſſenger of ihe Purifier; 


will all directly refer to the great Sacrifice, the Purification to 
which our Divines, without obſerying the Rules of Conſtruę- 
tion, and by very hardy Eigures apply them. 

And Karat Berith will fignify, in its proper and primary 
Senſe, to cut off a, or the Purifier, and not 10 Gut off a Cove 
nant. 

Our Aurhor affirms, that in the Uſage of the Hebrew 
Tongue, nothing is more certain or frequent, than that the 
Type or Emblem gets and bears the Name of the Thing ty- 
pified and repreſented, or principally meant; ; wherefore if 
CHRIST was the Purifier, the Heritb 0 nw every Crea. 
ture, whoſe Blood was hed, 28 r g bim in Sacrifice, 
might. have had the. Name of 72 dc when ſuch a 
Creature was kill'd or cut off, as an Emblem, it was true that 
Berith was cut off or kiltd. 


And as Man, entriog jnto Covenant, that is, Kceptiag of 

Terms offer's by GOD. for his . Purification, in Token of his . 
Acceptance, was to kill and ſhed the Blood of a Type of 
the great Purifier ; which Blood, tho but of the Lamb, "a 


Type, was deem'd holy, and capable of ſanctifyiag and puri- 
fing the Altar, the Tabernacle, the Prieſt, and every Thing 


. that it touch d. The ſame -ſymbolical Act was repeated for | 


confirming Factions, Covenants, or Agreements Cer 
Men; a typical. Berith was cut off; and over Sacrifice Men 
confirm'd Covenants, and accepted of the Terms, N opt 


each other, as they teſtified their Engagements to GOD, and 


their Faith that he was bound to them, by he fame ical 


Repreſentation. 


Nor will, this Conſtruftion appear firange 10 thoſe, who 


reflect that, in the Latin Tongue, percutere,. icere, and fe. 
rire Fedus, are the Terms us'd tor making a Covenant or 
* a Sor Puts A_—_ 
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again, eonfeſſedly ceriy's Leben which + tao 


DO 4 8 
3 
1 * — 
2 


” —_—_ — 
» 1 9 3 
— 2 3 
3 ? — W £5" * . * 
1 E * 4 
4 —_—TT » 
1 k : 4 bp 55 - N 
Si - | 4 % - * 24 
m 2 e Oe” | AY- 3 
h Er ne TG. OTE Wb; Ss 6 $4. 
"= - 
* 
- — — s 
— — — ———— — — — — 


— — — 
Ao IT NC 7—⅛Ü‚7˙1·¹b 7 77 


| 
1. 
| 
1 
| 


— — — Ü — — * p__ __ 


— 4 —— — — — — 
4 þ - 5 — ———ů— 
—— — 
* 
— 


7 ——— - @ - PO VI — — 
e prey 
— "AF AE ag — ER. 
2 
2 


NE 3 reſpect to | A, wand _— os 

8 with ſaying, that ſlaying ſome Anima 
Solemnity that mtended All Alhances; it the making Whkre- 5 

of, the rk were willing to intimate, by the Death Gf Ae 


they violated the Agteement; "they Words ferire Plus i 
brought to be expreffive of the End or Pürpoſe, for 
wc hc, Animals were lain at 'Treities and Alnanees ; Ad 
poſe that Faduf may have been the untient Tuſcan 
Wos 115 Hedus, a Kid. T4 3, $0. \n "Logs 
But if they will depart from Sappolitidhs; Without any 
Prod, and mount a little Higher in their Antiquity; il / they 
will admit, what our Author thinks he has proy d, Thar all the 
religious Seryices bf the Heathens were taken from the Inſti- 
tuuons aud Appointments in the Service of the Hing EOD% 
tho by Length of Time, change of Language, and Imaginz- 
tions ; ; when Men, having loft true Knowledge, begin to ima. 
gine they were miſapply d; and, in Part, alter d: Will 
kind Reaſon fto believe hit; even àmöngſt the Heachots, Su- 
crifice, as the higheſt and moſt important Act of their religions 
Worſhip, was adlibited'to Covenadts, as an Appeal to theif 
Deities ; and putting all they expected, from that Symbol or 
their Religion, on the Ude of their faithful Performance of 
their Engagements. | 
In the Zebrew Language, the ame word Len 1 ; 


. Ker or the Fütihment they thus- conſented tö be bound 166, 


bikes Sin, and a Sim offeting, a Kid, Lamb, or any other 
Thing offer'd for Sin; and the Heathens made it'a Name or 
| Areribute of one of their Hlobim. 


It does not appear, fo far 28 1 know, that Twdus, 10 the 
antient Tuſcan, was written for /Hettus; but it does appear, 


chat the Latin has an Achective of the ſame Letters Fauur, 


2. um, which ſigniſies vife, uncleun, abominabie. ind pol. 
late. Now if with them, at the firſt Forniation of their. 
Language, an Offering for Sin or Pollution cou d be culld 
Sin or Poſhution, as in H4brow'a Kid er Lamb offered for 
Aſtem is call d Aſtem; 1 ſee no Reaſon to doubt, that 
every Offeting for Sin or Pollution might be call'd Fault, 
or Fædum, in the Senſe of that Word Adjeftive ; and that 
therefore ferire Frduf, in its proper and mays: 5 
en tin I” „ . 
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But be this as it will, our Author 6— 
amongſt the He athens, to Berith, wid © :Baal Berinb,: bly 
which be "ſays is nieant the LORD; -the-Purifict, the: tarly | 
Heathens having by we Mens volt due Idea, or che Hxpec- 
tation of a Furiſcaon-. 2 22 ion, at T1, 94h 

Aud he ſays that Saß, a-a6ceay Taxredient in un Sort. 
tee, was adtiibited and reqquir d in this View only, us "an 
Emblem of Purifiextion Salt dein one of the moſt powerful 
Purifiers known, and df ap Uſerin purging aud Pork 
fying mot Sorts of Nen in their Earth, and baſe Dr 
that cloſely adheres to hem. „ arty. 

When Freethinxers oje 4 the Evidence, or rn rom ro | 
phecies and prophetical Infftarioiis;for ſapporting'the ChViſtian 
Religion, that it is ambiguous and-macertain:; the! Propheties 

being dark and obſeure, oapabls often uf Lwdooble Meathhg'h 
and the Inſtitutions being Figurumyr and: Typical, applicable 
only, ex poſt atv," By n Compariſdn of the Figures with 
the Events; and therefore not fit to communicite, Wich uny 
Certainty, to thoſe to Whom che Revelnion was made, this 
Knowledge of the Event, which they were>co'expeR; and n 
which they were to believe: The common" Atifwer'ts:; thut 
we are not, from our narrow Views, and with our Mm 
Lights, to examine und- to And 'Fault with'the Diſpofition'of 
the infinitely-wiſe Being, „purely, becauſe we dunn ain 
Reaſohs, chat to us em ade quite, for dhe Conduct he has 
been Sis d to hoid; that it has plets'd GOD to comvey ſuch 
Iitimati6tis of ihe <than tuture Advent of the Meſſiah to the 
Iſraelites, in the Law. and by the Prophets, us wore, wien 
the Event prefigury' uppen d, full and diſtin Proof, that 
JLSUS was the Perſon hitended'; antthe'Syſtem-of Religion; | 
deliver'd by him, thefutire La und Faith to Which all Man - 
kind was to be fubje &i; and ut, theſe Things being adm 
ted, it is preſumptuous to enquire why the Deity, in fiafialte 
Wiſdom, thought ft to "convey this Knowledge, and eit 
Intimations in Prophecies and Inſtitutions, Which, at the Re- 
ginning, and befate che Advent of our Saviour, were wraept 
up deſignediy in Myſtery und Figures.” And ſome: People 
even venture to gueſs at pribable 'Caiſes, for the Yelivering 
and keeping this bro * I Manner, NI var 
Saviour's NE” £484 hh in | 
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vos I our Author's Scheme for iute the Scriptures 
; Jo rus, the whole Objection falls at ance to the Ground; be- 
Eauſe theſe Emblems and Figures, as well as many Expreflions 
call d figurative, tho dark, obſcure, and uncertain to us (who 
| have loſt the Knowledge of the Language, as well as of the 
Emblems) yet were not ſo to them, to whom the Revelation _ 
was made; and wha, by thoſe Emblems, and by that Lan» 
guage, underſtood as clearly what was foretold to happen, t 
abe Diſtance of many Centuries, and therefore as SiRinAtly 
believ d in it; as we, at the Diſtance of ſo many Ages after 
the Event, upon the Relation in a Language we; underſtand, © 
know and believe that JESUS actually came, and fulfilled 
the Will of GOD, and the Predictions concerning him. 
In: . And if this be ſo, it will be eaſily underſtood, why the 
| # 1 Faith ol Abraham and others, who preceded the Days ef 
4 our Saviour, is fo highly commended by St. Paul. _ 
If the Hraelitec, to whom the Law was deliver d, un⸗ 


—" 


— 0 — - 
n * — - — — - 
at and os. ated... 
* — 
? * * 
* 


— 
1 


— — 
. — — — 2 
— 


. * 


11003 2 derfiood the Language, the Inſtitutions, the Emblems, 48 our 
i Author does, they certainly muſt have known that, in due 
1 Time, God intended to ſend a Meſfiab to the World, under 
Will [4 the ſuffering Character that JESUS bore'; and they muſt have 
1 deli d it wou'd be ſo, becauſe of - the Marks of Divinity - 
1 attending the Revelation. which they were Eye - witneſſes to. 
| i | A The Language, in which we. are told of that Event aſter i 
n happen d, is no more preciſe and diſtin than that formerly 
1 uſed, was to them; and if we have not ſeen the Miracles 
1 with our own Eye, we ſee thoſe Prophecies deliver d t 
144 them; and have authentick Records of the Completion of 
J | them; which does no more than put us on a Level with . 
"12 thety, in Point of Evidence, or Cauſe of Belief, | + 1 


- They, indeed, at the Publication of the Law cou d not 
tell (ſo tar as we ſee) how many Ages, or Years, the Event 
was diſtant ; as we, who have 22 afiet it, can. But when * 
the Advent became nearer, and when the Impreſſion of the 
firſt Revelation became fainter, in the Days of Daniel, 
they were brought more upon a Level with us, even in that 
reſpe&; and were told, to a Nay, when they were to look 
for: 470 Completion of their Hopes. 

It is not to be denied that this Revelation, however clear 
in irſelf, became obſcure, before the coming of, the Meſſiah; 15 
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has explain d; ; and very noble Ends may be aſſign 


the Proof of the Chriſtian Religion from Prophecies ant 


prophetick Inftitutions ; ; and without ſuffering the divitie 


Goodneſs to lie under the Imputation that wou d attend the 
Suppoſition, that the Revelation of God was not full; and 


compleat to Mankind, and did not inftru& them ſufficiently 


for their Conduct, their Faith, and their Comfort, 


I have ſelected theſe few Hints from amidſt an Infinity of | 
other very various Obſervations and Diſcoveries, which. the 


Author has, without ſeeming very ſolicitous about what is 
call'd Method or Order, brought together. And I have 


ranged them in ſuch Order, as ſeem d to me the moſt pro- 


per to let you ealily into the Author's Setiments, fo far as E 
underſtand them: 

If YouR Lok pshir will judge of them fairly and after 
due Examination, you muſt enquire after them in the Ori- 
ginal ; where you will find many Proofs and Arguments that 
my Meaſure of ſearching does not ſufficiently come up tos 
employ'd for illuſtrating each Particular, beſides what I have 
curſorily ſtated in theſe Pages. | 

[ have loſt my Labour, if Your Lon psnir does not think 
theſe Matters highly worth looking into; and, from your 
Learning and Candor, I promiſe myſelf that if you do, thoſe; 
who are in the ſame low Rank of Learning with me, will 


have great Obligations to you for letting them know how they | 


are to form ye upon Matters, that ſeem to con- 
cern them and Mankind ſo much; | 

In the Treatiſe laft publiſh's Of Power eſſential and 
mechanical, our Author, amongſt other very curious and 
ſurpriſing Things, undertakes to confute Sir {=——N-—'s 
Principles of Gravity, Attraction, infinite Vacuity, and Pro- 


jection, which, he ſays, are riot only unmechanical, but con- 
tradiftory to the Nature and Idea of material Subſtance, and 


impoſſible and abſurd. And he pretends to prove, by dif 


e 1 
the Means, by which 3 about, our Author | 


d, for 
which it may have been permitted'to be ſo, by the divide 
Wiſdom and Goodneſs-z without impeaching the Certainry of 


2 Editions of Sir wn $ Works, and from different Pa- fo 
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